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ANNUAL  REPORTS 

OF  THE 

Officers  and  Departments 

OF  THE  j 

CITY  OF  ATTLEBORO 

I 
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! 

A 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

1947 

i 

j 

ATTLEBORO  PRINT,  INC.,  ATTLEBORO,  MASS. 


AT1i_c,QOnO  I ' R RY 

Joseph  l.  sweet  Memorial 


i-^-5  ; 
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City  Officers 

Small  numhers  after  office  indicate  how  chosen 


1 — Appointed  hy  Maytjr 
Office 

Inspector  of  Animals- 1 

City  Almoher-1 
(Welfare  Agent) 

Assessors- 1 


City  Auditor-2 
Building  Inspector-1 
City  Clerk -3 
City  Collector-3 
Constables! 


Municipal  Council-3 
Members  at  Large 


Members  by  Wards 
Ward  1 
Ward  2 
Ward  3 
Ward  4 
W^ard  5 
W^ard  6 

Guardian  of  Foreclosed 
Property! 

Uog  Officer  ! 

Electrical  Inspector  ! 

Fence  Viewer-Field  Driver  ! 

Fire  Department 

Board  of  Fire  Engineers  ! 


Supt.  of  Fire  Alarm-! 


1 — Elected  by  Council  3— 

Elected  by  Voters 

hicumbent 

Term  Exjiires 

Dr.  Frederick  L.  Briggs 

March  31,  1948 

Frederick  J.  Franz 

Permanent 

John  J.  Hodge 
Isaac  H.  Bruce 
Patrick  J.  Byrnes,  Chair. 

February,  1948 
February,  1949 
February,  1950 

Edward  H.  Brown 

January,  1948 

Joseph  O.  Mo  wry 

February,  1948 

Kenneth  E.  Blandin 

January,  1950 

Doris  L.  Austin 

January,  1950 

Hormidas  Allard 
Merle  L.  Clarke 
Howard  H.  Caswell 
Eli  Franklin 

February,  1948 
February,  1948 
February,  1948 
February,  1948 

James  A.  Freeman,  Pres. 
Cyril  K.  Brennan 
John  J.  Johnson 
Gordon  M.  MacKinnon 
Earl  G.  Pithie 

January,  1950 
January,  1950 
January,  1950 
January,  1950 
January,  1950 

Willis  A.  Newton 
Arthur  Hinds 
Franklin  R.  McKay 
Bertrand  O.  Lambert 
Herbert  C.  Lavigueur 
Charles  A.  Smith 

January,  1950 
January,  1950 
January,  1950 
January,  1950 
January,  1950 
January,  1950 

Henry  Rotenberg 

Indefinite 

Antone  Dias 

June,  1948 

William  S.  King 

Permanent 

Hartwell  H.  Crossman 

February,  1948 

joesph  O.  Mowry 

Indfinite 

VVblliam  E.  Sweeney,  Chair. 
Hayward  H.  Sweet 
Joseph  O.  Mowry 
Charles  G.  Thomae 

February,  1948 
February,  1949 
February,  1950 
February,  195! 

William  S.  King 

Permanent 

Attleboro  Public  Library 

JOSEPH  L.  SWEET  MEMORIAL 
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ANNUAL  REPOR I 


Office 

Forest  Warden- 1 

Acting  City  Forester, 

Motit  Supt.-l 

Healtli  Officer-1 

Healtli  Nurse  (Appointed 
by  Health  Officer) 

Dental  Hygienist  (Appointed 
In'  Health  Officer) 

Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital, 
City  Representatives  on 
Board  of  Managers 

Emergency  Housing  Com- 
mittee-1 


Board  of  Licenses — 1 
Public  Library  Trustees  of-1 


Librarian  (Appointed  by 
l ibrary  Trustees) 

Lockup  Keeper-1 
Mayor 

Measurer  of  Lumber-1 
City  Messenger-2 

Milk  Inspector  (Appointed  by 
Health  Officer) 

Park  Commissioners-1 

Park  Supt.  (Appointed  by  Park 
Commissioners) 

Planning  Board-1 


hicuniheut 
Josej)b  O.  Mowry 

Warren  P.  Hofmann 
Dr.  Fernand  L.  Girouard 

Lois  E.  Wilmartb 

Mrs.  Marv  E.  Turner 


Francis  J.  O’Neil,  Mayor 
Wblliam  Marshall,  ex-officio 
James  A.  Freeman-2 

John  E.  Turner,  Chair. 
Charles  C.  Cain,  Jr., 
Theodore  Leavens 
Robert  W.  Mawney 
Christopher  W.  McNarv 

E.  Raymond  Truell 
Francis  P.  Cronan,  Chair. 
Zelotis  Wetherell 

Raymond  M.  Horton,  Treas. 
Mrs.  Winthrop  Barden,  Sec. 
Mrs.  Gertrude  F.  Chilson 
Leland  B.  Smith 
Dr.  Frederick  V.  Murphy 
Frank  Licher 
Mrs.  Margaret  W.  Conro 
Lydia  J.  Gregory 
Edwin  F.  Leach,  Chair. 

Mrs.  Lucile  Palmer  Cavender 

Peter  J.  Marron 

Francis  J.  O’Neil 

George  F.  Lincoln 

John  B.  Bowen 

Frank  L.  Cushman 

Harry  C.  Wolfenden,  Sec. 
Thomas  G.  Sadler 
Samuel  M.  Stone,  Chair. 

Robert  W.  Sharkey 
Whlliam  O.  Sweet 
Robert  W.  Mawney 
Weaker  A.  Cunningham 
Clifford  A.  Swanson 
J.  Burleigh  Moulton 
Rev.  Frank  L.  Briggs,  Chair. 


Term  Expires 
February,  1948 

February,  1948 
February,  1948 

Permanent 

Indefinite 


February,  1948 
February,  1948 
February,  1948 

Indefinite 

Indefinite 

Indefinite 

Indefinite 

Indefinite 

June,  1949 
June,  1951 
June,  1953 

February,  1948 
February,  1948 
February,  1948 
February,  1949 
February,  1949 
February,  1949 
February,  1950 
February,  1950 
February,  1950 

Indefinite 
February,  1948 
January,  1950 
February,  1948 
February,  1948 


Permanent 

February,  1948 
February,  1949 
February,  1950 

Permanent 
February,  1948 
February,  1949 
February,  1949 
February,  1950 
February,  1951 
February,  1952 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


Office 

Incumbent 

Term  Expires 

Plumbing  Inspector  (Appoint- 
e.l  by  Health  Inspector-) 

Allen  A.  Gross 

February,  1948 

Police  Commissioners- 1 

J(jhn  \V'.  ^Volfenden 
Frank  J.  Nerney 
John  E.  burner 
I homas  H.  Brennan 

February,  1948 
February,  1949 
February,  1950 
February,  1951 

Police  Department  ! 

Peter  J.  Matron,  Act.  Chief 

Indefinite 

Public  Works  Department-1 

Robert  W.  Mauney,  Supt. 

February,  1948 

Recreation  Commissioners- 1 

F'-  jnk  Miller 
Jr'bn  \V.  Redding 
M'illiam  A.  Blackburn 
J'-bn  J.  Murray 
William  Liddell 

February,  1948 
February,  1948 
February,  1949 
February,  1950 
February,  1950 

Board  of  Registrars 

Cdayton  A.  MacDonald 
Louis  J.  Perry 
Mrs.  Lilia  Conant 
Mrs.  Eva  L.  Kent 

February,  1948 
February,  1949 
February,  1950 
February,  1951 

Rehabilitation  and  Reemploy- 
ment Director-1 

Christopher  "W.  McNary 

Indefinite 

Retirement  Board 

Edwu'l  H.  Brown,  Ex-Off. 
Doris  L.  Austin,  (Elected  by 
of  system) 

Earl  P.  Cooper- 1 

Indefinite 

members 

March,  1948 
July,  1950 

School  Committee-3 

Mrs.  Deborah  Richardson 
•Anderson  S.  Briggs 
Mrs.  Alice  Stobbs 
Mrs.  Olive  M.  Keeler 
Victor  G.  Vaughan 
Mrs.  Pearl  Briggs 
W illiam  A.  Nerney,  Chair. 
Henry  M.  Crowther 
I’homas  G.  Sadler,  Jr. 

January,  1950 
January,  1950 
January,  1950 
January,  1950 
January,  1952 
January,  1952 
January,  1952 
Januars,  1952 
January,  1952 

Supt.  of  Schools  (Appointed 
by  School  Committee) 

Richartl  .A.  Martin 

Permanent 

School  Nurse  (Appointed  by 
School  Committee) 

Dorothy  B.  Wendell,  R.  N. 

Permanent 

School  Physician  (Appointed 
by  School  Committee) 

Dr.  Herbert  G.  Vaughan 

Permanent 

Sealer  of  Weights  and 
Measures-1 

Daniel  O’Connell 

February,  1948 

Soldiers’  Relief  and  Burial 
A gent -2 

Arthur  B.  Cummings 

February,  1948 

City  Solicitor  ! 

Daniel  A.  J.  Doyle 

February.  1948 

City  Stenographer-2 

Gladys  Hinds 

February,  1948 

City  Treasurer-3 

Wdlliam  Marshall 

January.  1950 
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Office 

Incumbent 

Term  Expires 

Treasurer  of  the  Capron  and 
Deborah  Starkey  Funds 

All  ex-officio 
Francis  J.  O’Neil,  Mayor 
William  Marshall,  Freasurer 
AVilliam  A.  Nerney,  Chairman  of 
School  Committee 

Trust  Fund  Commissioners- 1 

Kenneth  Crook,  Secretary 
r horn  as  F.  McCaffrey,  Chair. 
James  McBrien 

February,  1948 
February,  1949 
February,  1950 

Board  of  Public  Welfare  ! 

Ct.  ^Villiam  Goddard 

John  J.  Maynard 

John  K.  Henderson,  Chair. 

February,  1948 
February,  1949 
February,  1950 

Zoning  Board  of  Appeals- 1 

Elmer  E.  Tufts,  Chair. 
Lawrence  B.  Gilbert,  Associate 
Member 

Clarence  D.  Roberts 
Charles  E.  Judge 
\’iola  O’Hare,  Clerk 

February,  1948 

February,  1948 
February,  1949 
February,  1950 
Indefinite 

AXM  AL  REPORT 
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Report  of  the  City  Clerk 


1947  Expenditures  $5,840.30 

1948  Budget 5,912.50 


Attleboro,  Mass.,  January  2,  1948 

Hon.  Francis  J.  O’Neil,  Mayor 
City  of  Attleboro,  Mass. 

I herewith  submit  the  annual  report  of  this  department  for  the  year  of  1947. 
I he  department  handled  a total  of  .$13,823.81  during  the  year,  which  includes  all 
fees  for  licenses,  permits,  etc.,  also  dog  and  sporting  licenses,  with  the  detail 
explained  in  breakdown  that  is  also  a part  of  this  report. 

4\’ould  like  to  call  attention  that  all  this  business  has  been  handled  by 
the  clerk  and  a \ery  efficient  assistant,  also  with  some  aid  by  the  City  Stenog- 
rapher. The  time  is  coming  when  this  department  will  have  to  be  provided 
with  additional  help  for  clerical  work.  A separate  office  for  the  clerk’s  depart- 
ment, more  storage  room  for  records,  as  well  as  better  lighting  for  the  office 
would  be  an  immediate  help.  All  of  this  woidd  appear  to  be  justified  and 
reasonable  in  view  of  the  economic  conduct  of  the  department  for  the  past 
several  years.  The  total  appropriation  for  the  department  in  1947  was  .$5,886. 
Of  this  amount  over  $600  was  for  vital  statistics  expen.ses,  set  by  the  state  and 
recording  of  deeds  in  connection  with  taking  of  land  by  the  city — something 
that  has  no  connection  with  the  City  Clerk’s  office. 

V^ery  truly  yours, 

Kenneth  F.  Blandin, 

City  Clerk 
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Receipts 

1947 

Total 

Mot.  Veh. 
Sales 

Hack  & 
F'xpress 

Pool  & 
Bowl. 

Auc. 

tioneer 

Sfc.  Hd. 
Junk 

Theatr*  s 

January 

266.12 

6.00 

29.00 

10.00 

February 

185.35 

10.00 

1.00 

2.00 

8.00 

March 

648.55 

2.00 

12.00 

50.00 

154.00 

6.00 

•\pril 

871.65 

6.00 

243.00 

4.00 

100.00 

112.00 

May 

378.75 

14.00 

70.00 

4.00 

6.00 

June 

321.20 

2.00 

6.00 

10.00 

Ji'iy 

270.19 

4.00 

4.00 

10.00 

August 

189.85 

2.00 

5.00 

8.00 

September 

293.05 

4.00 

6.00 

50.00 

8.00 

October 

327.45 

8.00 

50.00 

10.00 

November 

352.15 

37.00 

26.00 

8.00 

December 

307.25 

12.00 

6.00 

10.00 

Totals 

4411.56 

85.00 

360.00 

120.00 

10.00 

354.00 

206.00 

BREAKDOWN  OF  SPORTS  LICENSES— 1947 

Month 

Gross  Value 

Fees 

To  State 

January 

.$1,264.00 

$108.75 

$1,155.25 

February 

141.00 

11.50 

129.50 

March 

177.50 

19.25 

158.25 

April 

1,159.25 

134.25 

1,025.00 

May 

559.00 

68.50 

490.50 

June 

333.50 

41.00 

292.50 

J«iy 

246.25 

30.25 

216.00 

.August  

135.25 

15.50 

119.75 

September  . 

76.00 

6.75 

69.25 

October  

333.00 

35.00 

298.00 

November 

355.25 

39.00 

316.25 

Decern  Irer 

65.25 

7.75 

57.50 

Totals 


845. 25 


.-$517.50 


$4,327.75 
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Signs 

Gas 

Amm. 

Misc. 

Com.  Vic. 
Lodging 

Record- 

ing 

Cert. 

Copies 

Sun . 
d.ys 

Marr. 

Amuse- 

ments 

21.00 

3.00 

.22 

23.00 

82.25 

15.90 

46.00 

29.75 

1.00 

7.00 

5.00 

65.75 

19.60 

5.00 

30.00 

31.00 

oO.OO 

41.00 

1 .55 

2.50 

98.50 

15.00 

130.00 

52.00 

28.00 

53.00 

27.50 

5.00 

128.35 

18.80 

70.00 

60.00 

44.00 

1 1 .00 

5.50 

.60 

7.50 

95.50 

21.40 

35.00 

76.00 

32.25 

1.00 

1 1 .20 

15.00 

99.75 

22.00 

15.00 

102.00 

37.25 

1.00 

5.50 

2.31 

2.00 

106.28 

31.10 

40.00 

64.00 

1.00 

1.00 

.30 

76.50 

18.80 

5.00 

56.00 

16.25 

4.00 

2.75 

81.50 

23. .30 

5.00 

60.00 

48.50 

2.00 

.90 

7.00 

1.32.95 

31.60 

36.00 

49.00 

2.00 

.40 

17.50 

102.00 

23.00 

5.00 

52.00 

79.25 

1.00 

5.50 

.20 

49.00 

126.70 

11.10 

40.00 

45.75 

146.00 

104.00 

20.43 

133.50 

1196.03 

251.60 

270.00 

650.00 

505.00 

Month 

DOG  LICENSES— 1947 
Gross  Value 

Fee  to  City 

Net  to  County 

January 

45.00 

.$3.60 

.$41.40 

February  

None 

None 

None 

March 

L.590.00 

131.80 

1,458.20 

April  

1,680.00 

132.40 

1,547.60 

May  

349.00 

29.60 

319.40 

J»ne 

350.00 

26.80 

323.20 

July 

237.00 

19.00 

218.00 

.August  

93.00 

7.20 

85.80 

September 

65.00 

6.20 

58.80 

October 

58.00 

5.20 

52.80 

November 

57.00 

3.80 

53.20 

December 

43.00 

3.40 

39.60 

Totals 

$4,567.00 

$369.00 

$4,198.00 

10 


AXXl’AL  REPOR  I 


1947  SALE  OF  DOG  AXl)  SPOR  1 IXG  LICEXSES  BY  MOXTHS 


Dog  Licenses  Sporting  Licenses 


-5 

ZJ 

r3 

o 

CJ 

- 

o 

7- 

V 

<yT 

c3 

z 

Z 

January 

14 

3 

1 

0 

18 

S45.00 

456 

51,264.00 

February 

50 

141.00 

March 

397 

62 

193 

8 

660 

1 ,590.00 

89 

1 77.50 

April 

424 

71 

156 

11 

662 

1,680.00 

569 

1,159.25 

May  

107 

15 

25 

1 

148 

349.00 

287 

559.00 

J une 

81 

22 

29 

Q 

134 

350.00 

181 

333.50 

July 

57 

13 

24 

1 

95 

237.00 

129 

246.25 

August 

23 

7 

6 

0 

36 

93.00 

68 

135.25 

Septeml)er 

23 

1 

7 

0 

31 

65.00 

28 

76.00 

October 

20 

2 

4 

0 

26 

58.00 

144 

333.00 

X'ovemlier 

12 

1 

4 

2 

19 

57.00 

157 

355.25 

December 

12 

3 

2 

0 

17 

43.00 

31 

65.25 

Totals  

1,170 

200 

451 

25 

1,846 

■S4,567.00 

2,189 

54,845.25 

REPORT  OF  ATTEXDAXCE  OF  COUXCILMEX 
AT  1947  COUXCIL  MEETIXGS 


Present  Absent  Total 

President  Freeman  28  0 28 

Mr.  Xewton  26  2 28 

Mr.  Smith  28  0 28 

Mr.  Hinds  28  0 28 

Mr.  Johnson  27  1 28 

Mr.  McKay  ^ 26  2 28 

Mr.  Famhert  28  0 28 

Mr.  Favigueur  27  1 28 

Mr.  Pithie  27  1 28 

Mr.  Brennan  24  4 28 

Mr.  MacKinnon  24  4 28 

1 otal  nnmher  of  meetings  held 28 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
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MEETING  DATES— 1947 
January  7th 
January  21st 
February  4th 
February  10th — Special 
February  18th 
March  4th 
March  11th — Special 
March  18  th 
March  28th — Special 
April  1st 
April  15th 
May  6th 
May  20th 
June  3rd 
June  17  th 
July  1st 
August  5th 
August  13  th — Special 
September  2nd 
September  16  th 
October  7th 
October  21st 
November  4th 
November  10th — Special 
November  18tli 
December  2nd 
December  16th 
December  29th — Special 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1947 
Marriages  recorded  in  1947 — 325  In  1946 — 485 

♦Births  to  Dec.  1,  1947  1215  Whole  number  in  1946  1129 

♦Deaths  to  Dec.  25,  1947 419  WTole  number  in  1946 405 


♦The  statutes  allow  40  days  for  report  of  births  and  10  days  for  report  of 
deaths.  Births  to  Attleboro  parents  outside  of  the  state,  or  for  parents  whose 
children  are  born  in  Attleboro  with  parents  residing  out  of  the  city  will  be  re- 
ported up  to  Feb.  10  and  Avill  make  this  figure  expand.  Fhe  same  applies  to 
record  of  deaths  of  Attleboro  people,  outside  of  the  city. 
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Report  of  Fire  Department 


1947  Expenditures  S216, 05(1.97 

1948  Budget  233,127.04 


I o His  Honor  the  Mayor  Francis  J.  O’Neil  and  the  Municipal  Council: 

W'g  herewith  submit  our  Annual  Report  and  Recommendations  of  the  Board 
of  Fire  Engineers. 

On  January  1,  1947,  Assistant  Chief  Joseph  O.  Mowry  become  Acting  Chief 
of  the  Department,  Chief  Fred  A.  Clark  retiring  on  pension  December  31,  1946. 

A complete  reorganization  of  the  Department  took  place  February  4th 
when  the  Department  went  onto  a 48  hour  Aveek  as  voted  by  the  citizens. 

5Vith  this  reorganization  a comprehensve  plan  of  Fire  Prevention  and  In- 
spection has  been  put  into  operation  and  Avill  be  improved  upon,  if  the  man 
poAver  of  the  Department  permits  us  to  use  our  men  for  Inspection. 

Our  Board  as  Avell  as  other  Fire  Officials  feel  that  Fire  Prevention  and  In- 
spection is  just  as  important  as  Fire  Extinguishment.  fire  prevented  means 
the  saAing  of  lAuilding  materials  that  are  liadly  needed  and  the  loss  of  business 
in  manufacturing  and  retail  stores. 

It  is  obvious  that  any  fire  may  mean  the  injury  of  human  beings  and  loss 
of  life. 

We  hope  Avith  the  co-operation  of  our  citizens  to  cut  doAvn  our  fire  losses 
and  trust  that  in  making  these  inspections  that  every  one  Avill  feel  it  is  for  their 
oAvn  interests. 

The  loss  of  life  and  financial  loss  in  1947  has  been  the  largest  ever  knoAvn. 

The  Board  of  Fire  Engineers  Avish  again  to  call  to  your  attention  the  age 
of  the  apparatus  in  the  Department. 


LOCATED  AT  CENTRAL  STATION 


Engine  1 — 750  gal.  triple  combination purchased  1918 

Engine  3 — 500  gal.  triple  comtiination  purchased  1939 

Ladder  3— City  service  truck purchased  1924 

Supply — Ford  pickup purchased  1941 

C.liief — Chrysler  sedan purchased  1942 

Deputy— Hudson  sedan purchased  1946 

UNION  S FREET  STATION 

Engine  2 — 750  gal.  triple  combination  purchased  1926 

Ladder  1 — 85  ft.  aerial  truck purchased  1945 

SO.  ATTLEBORO  STATION 

Engine  4 — 750  gal.  triple  combination  purcha.sed  1926 

Ladder  2 — 65  ft.  Junior  aerial  truck purchased  1944 
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Engine  ") — .')()()  gil.  triple  c()inl)ination  purclutsed  1932 


The  Insurance  Underwriters  consider  obsolete  any  jjiece  of  fire  apparattis 
over  fifteen  years  old. 

Attleboro  is  rated  next  to  the  lowest  classification  E)r  cost  of  insurance, 
being  in  class  IE,  and  there  are  only  eight  other  cities  in  the  state  that  have 
better  rates,  and  listed  in  class  A. 

Afany  of  the  large  losses  during  1917  throuphoiit  the  Ehiited  States  have  been 
due  to  failure  of  apparatus  to  meet  the  demands  because  of  age  and  inability 
to  get  new  parts  or  rejdace  with  new  apparatus,  due  to  War  Conditions  which 
still  delay  tlelivery  of  new  parts  and  apparatus  Itecause  of  a large  demand. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 

We  recommend  a new  750  gal.  triple  combination  to  replace  the  one 
purchased  in  1918.  This  unit  is  undependalde  and  it  is  very  doubhful  if  it  will 
survive  the  wan  ter. 

We  recommend  the  ptirchase  of  a new  .500  gal.  pump  unit  with  .500  gal. 
tank  capacity  and  50  gal.  litpiid  foam  tank  capacity,  ecpiipment  of  trtick  to  fur- 
nish instant  use  of  foam  for  gasolene  tank  fires.  Tlie  500  gal.  tank  of  water  is 
the  answer  to  fires  in  the  outlying  district  where  valuation  has  increased  and 
hydrant  serxice  is  not  available. 

W'e  recommend  that  a two  way  radio  be  j)urchased  and  installed  on  a piece 
of  apparatus  in  South  Attlelioro. 

^\T  recommend  the  purchase  of  one  thousand  feet  of  two  and  one-half 
inch  hose  and  one  thousand  feet  of  one  and  one-half  inch  hose. 

W'e  rec(3mmend  that  the  position  of  Mechanic  be  estalilished  and  the  rat- 
ing be  that  of  a Captain.  Erom  experience  this  year,  we  find  that  the  gen- 
eral repairs  can  be  taken  care  of  bv  a member  who  is  a mechanic  and  welder, 
which  has  saved  the  Department  mtich  more  than  the  difference  in  pay.  It 
should  also  be  noted  that  as  our  apparatus  becomes  older  the  services  of  a 
Mechanic  becomes  a necessity. 

We  recommend  that  a cement  floor  replace  the  wood  apparatus  floor  in  the 
South  Attleboro  station.  That  the  upstairs  floor  be  covered. 

We  recommend  that  the  recommendations  of  the  Superintendent  of  Fire 
.Alarms’,  which  has  our  approval,  be  accepted. 


ESTIMATED  COST  OE  NEW  EQUIPMENT 

750  gal.  Triple  Combination  ,$16,500.00 

500  gal.  Triple  Combination  10,000.00 

Ewo  way  radio 560.00 
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ESTIMATED  EXPENSES 
Salary  and  Wages 

1.  Salary  of  Cdiief  $4,000.00 

Salary  of  Deputy  Chief  (4)  12,800.00 

Salary  of  Captain  (9)  27,000.00 

Salary  of  Mechanic  3,000.00 

Salary  of  Men  (66)  165,710.16  $212,510.16 

2.  Maintenance  of  Equipment 
1947. 

2703.  Autos  3,000.00 

4583.  Stations  4,000.00 

972.  Hose,  1000  feet  at  1.45—1000  feet  at  1.05  2,500.00 

900.  Apparel,  80  Officers  and  Men  4,000.00 

29.  All  other  30.00  13,530.00 

3 , Other  Expenses 

1947. 

586.  Light  600.000 

481.  Phone  500.00 

140.  ^Vater  150.00 

Fuel,  25,000  gals.,  at  12c  3,000.00 

86.  Office  100.00 

270.  Incidentals  350.00  4,700.00 

Total— $230,740.16 

The  Department  has  responded  to  the  following  alarms: 

Alarms  by  boxes  73 

Assembly  ^ 

Still  Alarms 


657  Total  734 
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Classification 

Autos  

Awning  

Bridge 

Broken  water  pipe 

Brush 

Building 

Chimney 

Dump 

Emergency  water 
Electric  appliance 
Electric  motor 
Electric  wires 

Ealse  

Eence  

Elushing,  gasolene  and  oil  

Gain  entrance 
Insurance  test 

Lumber  

No  fire  

Oil  burner  

Out  of  city 

Pump  out  pond  

Railroad  ties  

Remove  light  

Remove  icicles  

Remove  shingles  

Remove  from  wires 

Rescue  animal  

Rescue  person 

Resuscitator  

Rope  in  flag  pole  

Sawdust  

Sprinkler  *. 

Syphone  


53 

1 

1 

1 

365 

80 

22 

40 

1 

5 
1 
1 

11 

4 

6 
15 

1 

6 

39 

29 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

13 
. 7 

1 

12 


Total  734 


Hose  laid  29,350  ft.  of  2 T2  in.,  10,000  ft.  1 1-2  in;  ladders  raised  3,716  ft. 
Water  cans  1,156;  Booster  397;  Pyrenes  34;  Eoam  5;  Oxygen  tanks  21. 


Assistance  was  given  to  Mansfield,  North  Attleboro  and  Rehoboth 


Appreciation 

During  the  year  several  organizations  and  individuals  have  assisted  our 
Department  in  many  ways. 

-At  this  time  we  record  our  appreciation  and  thanks  to  the  Red  Cross,  Box 
9 Club,  and  Doctors  Tyson,  Lawrence  and  Bennett  for  their  kindness  during 
fires. 

As  always  the  Police  Department  has  assisted  us  in  many  ways  at  fires  and 
with  the  Radio  their  co-operation  has  been  excellent. 

His  Honor,  the  Mayor  Erancis  J.  O’Neil,  members  of  the  Municipal  Coun- 
cil, our  Committee  Fire  and  Police,  have  studied  our  requests  for  rmprovements 
and  have  assisted  materially  to  keep  our  Department  in  working  condition 
satisfactory  to  the  Insurance  Underwriters. 
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Resolution 

Whereas — Our  esteciue  I ii  lends  and  fellow  Officers  Chief  Fred  A.  Clark, 
tlied  July  4,  1947  anti  Assistant  Chief  Leonard  Goukl,  dietl  November  25,  1947, 
have  left  this  ^Vorld,  called  by  our  Maker,  and 

Whereas — they  have  for  many  years  filled  the  high  offices  in  the  Attleboro 
Fire  Department  with  universal  satisfaction,  therefore, 

Resoli'eci — That  we  hereby  express  our  sincere  and  heartfelt  sympathy  to 
their  families  and  assure  them  that  their  examples  of  Loyalty  and  Leadership 
will  ever  be  an  example  for  the  Department  to  follow. 

Resolved — That  a copy  of  these  resolutions  properly  engrossed  be  included 
in  the  Annual  Report  and  a copy  sent  to  their  families. 


ATTLEBORO  FIRE  DEPARTMENT, 

Board  of  Fire  Engineers 

Chief  Joseph  O.  Mowry 
Chairman  William  E.  Sweeney 
Clerk  Charles  G.  Thomae 
Hayward  H.  Sweet 


Fire  Loss 


\'alue  of  Buildings  at  risk  $1,119,578.00 

\'alue  of  Contents  at  risk  2,055,300.00 

$3,174,878.00 


Insurance  on  Buildings  1,254,030.00 

Insurance  on  Contents  ‘ 2,044,300.00 

3,298,330.00 


Loss  on  Buildings  50,441.42 

Loss  on  Contents  23,031.28 

73,472.70 

Insurance  paid  on  Buildings  50.291.42 

Insurance  paid  on  Contents  21,511.28 

71,802.70 

Loss  not  covered  by  insurance  1,670.00 
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Report  of  Public  Library 


1947  Expenditures  $32,563.22 

1948  Budget  36,069.00 


March  4,  1948 

To  the 

Mayor  and  Council  of  the 
City  of  Attleboro: 

Your  trustees  have  held  their  regular  monthly  meetings  as  scheduled  and 
tried  to  cope  with  the  various  problems  that  regularly  confront  such  service 
together  with  the  added  complexities  of  the  results  of  the  war  and  its  post  war 
impacts. 

The  circulation  of  books  and  materials  has  greatly  increased,  which  also  in- 
creases the  services  required  from  the  staff,  such  as  guidance  and  research,  as 
well  as  the  handling  and  processing. 

It  is  most  gratifying  as  a standard  of  judging  the  cultural  and  intellectual 
tastes  of  the  citizens  of  Attleboro,  to  note  that  the  percentage  of  serious  read- 
ing and  study  habits  of  our  community  is  well  above  the  average,  as  compared 
to  other  circidations  from  libraries  of  our  size. 

In  order  that  this  work  may  be  satisfactorily  performed  it  of  course  re- 
quires the  skill  of  a trained  and  well  coordinated  staff.  \Ve  have  been  most 

fortunate  in  the  past  several  years  in  having  had  the  benefit  of  a very  loyal, 

willing  and  competent  staff,  but  we  have  been  so  terribly  understaffed  that  it 
has  not  only  thrown  too  much  work  upon  them  but  also  it  has  been  impossi- 
ble to  render  the  service  which  the  library  requires. 

Quite  often,  we  believe,  the  library  work  is  considered  in  the  terms  of  the 
main  library  alone  and  to  overlook  the  fact  that  the  many  branches  must  also 
be  staffed  and  supplied  with  books  and  trained  service. 

Many  gifts  of  books,  music  and  pictures  have  been  made  to  the  library  by 
our  local  friends  and  we  wish  them  to  know  how  greatly  they  are  appreciated 
and  used. 

\Ve  hope  to  go  forward  in  the  coming  year  with  the  fulfillment  of  plans 
which  are  long  over  due  and  to  serve  the  community  in  their  growing  demands 
for  the  things  they  so  rightly  deserve. 

Respectfully  yours, 

.\ttleboro  Public  Library 
Joseph  L.  Sweet  Memorial 

Ethel  H.  Barden, 

Secretary  for  the  Trustees 
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January  4,  1948 

To  the  Board  of  Trustees: 

A survey  of  the  activities  of  the  Attleboro  Public  Library  for  the  year  1947 
shows  not  only  greatly  increased  use  of  the  library  but  changing  conceptions  of 
the  functions  of  a Public  Library. 

1 he  circulation  of  books  from  all  departments  and  agencies  totaled 
103,903  volumes  and  3,596  pictures.  This  is  a gain  of  8,750  books  and  1,181 
pictures.  This  is  a gain  of  8,750  books  and  1,181  pictures  over  1946,  and  is 
equivalent  to  more  than  an  average  month’s  loan  of  books,  pictures,  and  other 
printed  matter. 

A check  of  card  holders  registered  at  the  main  library  and  at  various 
branches  over  a period  of  three  years  lists  4,967  names,  (borrowers  registered 
prior  to  1945  are  not  counted)  of  which  3,070  are  adults. 

In  answer  to  the  inevitable  "So  what?”  an  analysis  of  the  books  loaned 
show  that  adults  borrowed  47,763  volumes.  That  means  that  every  adult  bor- 
rower read  an  average  of  15.55  books  during  the  year  1947.  The  actual  use  of 
books  was  probably  at  least  doubled  as  several  members  of  a family  usually 
read  any  book  taken  home.  As  for  the  children,  the  1,897  having  library  cards 
read  56,140  books. 

Since  quantity  alone  is  no  adequate  guage  of  a library’s  worth,  it  is  wiser 
to  question  What  kind  of  books?  \Vho  reads  them?  ^Vhy? 

Well,  the  books  circulated  were  not  all  fairy  tales,  marshmallow  love  stories 
or  Who-done  its,  by  any  means.  At  the  main  library  43.3  percent  of  the  adult 
books  borrowed  were  non-fiction,  with  books  on  applied  science  and  industrial 
processes,  design  theory  and  techniques,  house  planning,  music,  drama  and 
essays  topping  the  list.  High  School  assignments  probably  account  chiefly  for 
the  drama  and  essays. 

Assistants  working  with  boys  and  girls  not  only  report  an  increase  of 
6,035  books  circulated,  but  an  ever  increasing  need  for  assistance  in  the  use  of 
l)ooks.  Changing  methods  of  instruction  demand  a wide  range  of  material  and 
tools.  The  library’s  collection  of  books  for  different  interests  and  grade  levels, 
its  charts,  maps,  and  other  pictorial  material  help  provide  some  of  the  tools. 

Contrarv  to  the  general  notion  that  women  constitute  the  chief  users  of 
the  lilirarv  is  the  Attleboro  record.  In  1947  54  percent  of  the  applicants  for 
new  librarv  cards  were  men;  of  those  who  re-registered  expired  cards  44  percent 
were  men. 

Masculine  readers  are  quite  definitely  readers-with-a-purpose,  whether 
that  purpose  be  the  following  of  a hobby,  help  on  business  or  industrial  prob- 
lems (<r  for  purposes  of  studv.  Business  and  industrial  users  expect  prompt  and 
efficient  service  and  up-to-date  resources.  Students  must  have  a basic  collection 
of  authoritative  reference  material,  often  in  several  languages.  Every  user  of 
the  library  takes  for  granted  assistants  skilled  in  locating  the  particular  item 
in  which  he  or  she  is  interested  at  the  moment,  be  it  a picture  of  a seraphim 
(angel  with  6 wings),  a history  of  the  safety  pin,  the  50  best  books  on  the  voy- 
ages of  the  Northmen,  or  reports  of  the  industrial  uses  of  static  electricity. 

Which  brings  us  to  the  key  to  library  service — the  staff. 

Books  must  be  selected,  classified  and  catalogued  and  made  accessible  for 
use  to  be  of  value.  This  process  takes  not  only  natural  aptitude  and  a liking 
for  books,  but  requires  workers  trained  in  professional  skills.  As  in  the  teaching 
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profession,  haphazard  training  is  no  longer  countenanced,  so  also  must  library 
workers  meet  specific  standards  of  education  and  training. 

The  people  of  Attleboro  are  now  faced  with  a situation  by  which  they  will 
be  denied  the  services  of  qualified  library  personnel.  This  is  due  to  the 
scandalously  low  pay  rates  which  not  only  offer  no  incentive  to  persons  already 
in  the  library  service,  but  makes  replacements  impossible.  The  hourly  rates 
now  paid  untrained  workers  cannot  compete  with  after-school  work  in  factories 
or  baby  sitting.  For  the  professional  grades  the  maximum  salaries  for  senior 
positions  are  no  higher  than  the  beginning  pay  offered  elsewhere  for  recent 
library  school  graduates.  As  a result  this  library  is  using  competent  assistants 
who  are  being  sought  as  teachers  or  are  offered  positions  in  other  libraries. 
This  is  a situation  that  is  indeed  of  grave  concern  for  the  reputation  of  the 
Attleboro  Public  Library  and  of  serious  import  to  the  cultural  and  industrial 
life  of  the  entire  community. 

The  war  years  were  a period  of  making  do  with  existing  equipment  and 
agencies.  Consequently  only  emergency  repairs  were  made  and  requests  for 
additional  services  were  answered  by  a blanket  “perhaps  manana”.  Tomorrow 
is  now  here  and  a beginning  has  been  made  toward  bringing  the  physical 
equipment  of  the  library  and  its  branches  more  in  line  with  present  needs. 

At  Hebronville  branch  the  murals  made  some  years  ago  by  the  pupils  of 
Finberg  School  were  cleaned  and  given  a more  appropriate  setting  of  fresh  paint 
throughout  the  room.  Minor  repairs  were  made  to  the  roof  and  window  frames. 

A Linguaphone  machine  and  records  for  self  instruction  in  French  and 
Spanish  were  made  possible  by  the  special  funds  left  in  the  custody  of  the 
trustees.  The  Linguaphone  may  be  used  by  either  individuals  or  groups.  It 
is  provided  with  multiple  ear  phones  so  that  its  use  may  not  disturb  persons 
reading  in  adjoining  rooms. 

In  most  up-to-date  libraries  the  microfilming  of  newspapers  and  music 
records  collections  are  standard  practice.  The  rapidly  disintegrating  paper, 
the  cumbersomeness  and  storage  problems  of  bound  newspaper  files  make  ur- 
gent at  least  a beginning  toward  the  filming  of  local  newspapers.  The  record 
collection  has  many  advocates  and  especially  vocal  on  the  subject  are  those  ex- 
service  men  who  have  had  opportunity  to  use  such  a collection  in  other  cities.  In 
some  places  record  collections  have  originated  as  memorial  gifts  and  have  been 
added  to  by  individuals  and  music  clubs. 

The  particular  building  need  is  a reconsideration  of  the  lighting  problem  of 
the  main  reading  rooms.  With  the  increasing  use  by  men  who  have  availed 
themselves  of  the  G.  I.  study  plan,  and  other  students,  the  inadequate  light  for 
long  periods  of  reading  is  apt  to  be  more  productive  of  headaches  than  learning. 
If  a complete  new  installation  is  out  of  the  question,  repainting  to  eliminate 
the  light-absorbing  walls  might  effect  some  improvement.  Surely  there  is  some- 
thing incongruous  about  a public  library  being  so  poorly  lighted  that  would-be 
readers  cannot  use  the  reading  rooms. 

The  past  year  has  offered  many  opportunities  for  the  library  to  give  vital 
service  to  the  city  of  Attleboro.  Books,  pamphlets,  illustrative  material  and 
technical  journals  are  chosen  with  care  and  their  use  facilitated  by  an  ener- 
getic, alert  staff.  It  is  hoped  that  more  adequate  provision  will  soon  be  made 
for  the  housing,  care  and  use  of  the  things  in  print  that  constitute  a good 
public  library,  and  that  immediate  attention  be  given  to  the  matter  of  in- 
creased salaries. 

Then  the  city  may  continue  to  be  served  by  an  able,  informed  staff,  and  the 
staff  might  even  decide  to  remain  in  Attleboro. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Lucille  P.  Cavender, 

Librarian 
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THE  COLLECTION  INCLUDES 

The  library  book  stock  contains 61,312  volumes 

Including  substantial  collections  on  Design,  Graphic  Arts, 

Jewelry  Making 

Subscription  to  232  magazines 

Pamphlet  collection  5,800  items  (approx.) 

Pictures  14,500  mounted 

Pictures  (exclusive  of  post-cards  and  stereographs) 117,000  unmounted 

Maps 

Collections  of  Genealogical  charts,  cemetery  records,  family  papers,  pictures,  etc. 

Collections  on  Local  History — documents,  pamphlets,  letters,  and  records 

Collections  on  Vocational  material 

Talking  book  for  the  Blind 

Linguaphone  for  study  of  Erench  and  Spanish 


COST  OF  LIBRARY  SERVICE 


Disbursements: 

Salaries 

Library  Staff  

Building  Staff  

Books  and  Bindery 

Maintenance  (Fuel,  light,  phone,  etc.) 

Supplies  and  Equipment  

Branches 

Hebronville  

Lincoln  

Tiffany  

Washington  

Building  Repairs  

Total  


From  the  City 

Trust 

of  Attleboro 

Funds 

.$19,701.73 

$771.91 

2,080.00 

6,299.47 

1,401.21 

1,590.67 

60.55 

853.71 

215.02 

355.97 

140.82 

2.00 

112.44 

177.84 

468.07 

706.81 

$31,780.72 

$3,157.50 

BOARD  01 

Edwin  F.  Leach,  President 
Mrs.  Winthrop  Barden,  Secretary 
Raymond  F.  Horton,  Treasurer 
Mrs.  Lewis  Chilson 
Mrs.  Arthur  Conro 

THE 

Lucile  P.  Cavender,  Librarian 
Janet  H.  Bandilli,  Children’s  Librarian 
Helen  M.  Claflin,  Senior  Assistant 
Edna  Guillette,  Junior  Assistant 
Dorothy  I.  Hannaford,  Assistant  Libra- 
rian and  Cataloger 


• TRUSTEES 

Mrs.  William  Gregory 
*Mrs.  Charles  Holden 
Frank  Licher 
Dr.  Frederick  V.  Murphy 

STAFF 

Marion  B,  Moore,  Senior  Assistant 
E.  Lucille  Paquette,  Loan  and  Stack 
Supervisor 

Jean  Walker,  Junior  Assistant 


SPECIAL  PART-TIME  ASSISTANTS  AND  PAGES 


Shirley  Bell 
Bertha  C.  Bigney 
Elsie  Bowen 
Cynthia  Brown 
Jean  Faulkner 


As  of  December  1947 

Alice  M.  Hoyle 
Alice  I.  Kingman 
Sandra  Remieres 
Dorothy  Robinson 
Ruth  Sharkey 
Eugene  Matheson 
JANITOR 
John  L.  Barrett 


Deceased 
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Report  of  License  Commissioners 


1947  Expenditures  $795.30 

1948  Budget  900.00 


January  6,  1948 

The  Honorable  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council 
City  Hall 

.\ttleboro,  Massachusetts 
Gentlemen: 

Enclosed  is  our  rej)ort  for  all  licenses  and  revenue  received  by  the  License 
Board  for  the  year  1947,  which  shows  an  increase  over  the  year  1946. 

However,  the  vear  1948  Avill  show  a much  larger  increase  in  revenue  received 
due  to  our  new  schedule  of  license  fees  now  in  effect. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Frank  P.  Cronan, 

Chairman 


City:  Attleboro,  Massachusetts 

Revenue  received  for  alcoholic  beverage  licenses 
Revenue  received  for  common  victualler  licenses 
Revenue  received  for  lodging  house  licenses 

Total  revenue  received  


Total  number  of  alcoholic  beverage  licenses  for  the  year  1947 
Total  number  of  common  victualler  licenses  for  the  year  1947 
Total  number  of  lodging  house  licenses  for  the  year  1947 


January  6,  1948 


$11,488.00 

92.50 

26.00 

$11,606.50 

32 

37 

13 


INDIVIDUAL  LICENSE  FEE  FOR  EACH  INDIVIDUAL  CLASS  AS  FOLLOWS: 


All  Alcoholic  Beverages 

Innholder  .$450.00 

Class  .\  Restaurant  500.00 

Class  B Restaurant 450.00 

Tavern  300.00 

Package  Goods 450.00 

Fraternal  Clubs 250.00 

All  Other  Clubs 
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Wines  and  Malt  Beverages 

Innholder  

Restaurant  300.00 

Package  Goods  200.00 

Fees  for  Seasonal  Licenses 

Club  100.00 

24  One  Day  Licenses  123.00 


37  Common  Victuallers’  Licenses  at  .'^2.50  each 
13  Lodging  House  Licenses  at  $2.00  each. 

Frank  P.  Cronan, 

Chairman 


Report  of  Veterans  Service  Center 


1947  Expenditures ,$6,717.97 

1948  Budget  6,853.00 


To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Municipal  Council: 

Gentlemen: 

I herewith  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Veterans  Service  Center  for 
the  year  ending  December  31,  1947. 

During  the  year  1947  the  Veterans  Service  Center  rendered  10,033  different 
services  divided  as  the  following:  Personal  Affairs  21%,  Earning  a Living  19%, 
Educational  Information  17%,  Military  Benefits  10%,  Housing  33%. 

During  the  year  we  recorded  337  discharges  and  service  papers  and  made 
11,330  copies  of  the  same,  of  these  260  were  for  Out  of  City  Veterans  at  a 
charge  of  fifty  cents  per  copy,  making  a total  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  dol- 
lars (.$130)  that  we  have  turned  into  the  City  I'reasurer. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  been  contacted  by  a large  number  of  citizens  in 
regards  to  housing,  but  we  have  been  unable  to  serve  these  people  to  the  ex- 
tent that  we  desire.  It  would  be  a great  help  if  the  Real  Estate  Agents  and 
owners  of  rental  property  woidd  clear  their  vacancies  through  this  office. 

During  the  year  we  have  added  one  four  drawer  fireproof  cabinet  which 
in  our  opinion  will  be  ample  housing  for  the  vital  statistics  for  some  time  to 
come. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Christopher  W.  McNary, 

Director 
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Report  of  Board  of  Public  Welfare 


1947  Expenditures  $237,413.49 

1948  Budget  250,426.07 


January  15,  1948 

To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Municipal  Council, 

Attleboro,  Mass. 

Honorable  Sir  and  Gentlemen: 

In  compliance  with  the  City  Ordinance,  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Board 
of  Public  Welfare  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  December  31,  1947  is  herewith  sub- 
mitted. 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  after  deducting  amounts  received 
from  cities,  towns  and  state  that  the  net  cost  to  the  City  of  Attleboro,  Mass., 
for  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare  Avas  ,$113,606.60  as  against  a gross  ex- 
penditure for  the  entire  year  of  $359,118.36. 

detailed  statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  entire  year  is 
attached. 


Board  of  Public  Welfare, 

J.  K.  Henderson 
George  W.  Goddard 
John  J.  Maynard 


BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE 
1947 


APPROPRIATION  $207,512  67 

.\dditional  appropriation  31,100.00 


Total  appropriation $238,612.67 

Plus  refunds  $1,185.70 

Plus  transfer  1,536.04  2, 721. 74 


GRAND  TOTAL 


$241,334.41 


TOTAL  EXPENDITURES  $359,118.36 

Less  Federal  121,418.33 


Total  Expenditures  from  City  Appropriation  237,700.03 


BALANCE  AT  END  OF  THE  YEAR 


$3,634.38 
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SALARIES: 

Appropriated  $7,127.67 

TOTAL  EXPENDITURES  $9,444.92 

Less  Federal  2,317.25 


Total  Expenditures  from  City  Appropriation $7,127.67 


BALANCE  AT  END  OF  THE  YEAR  00.00 


OUTSIDE  RELIEF: 

Appropriated  $37,975.00 

Additional  appropriation  22,000.00 


Total  appropriation  $59,975.00 

Plus  refunds  515.60 


TOTAL  .$60,490.60 

Less  transfer  to  Old  Age  Assistance  388.77 


GRAND  rOTAL  $60,101.83 

TOTAL  EXPENDITURES: 

Weekly  Cash  $38,989.89 

Rent,  Board  and  Care  6,038.16 

Clothing  899.24 

Fuel  416.62 

Medical  6,066.72 

Towns,  Cities  and  Institutions  5,019.84 

Burials  325.00 


Total  Expenditures  from  City  Appropriation  $57,755.47 


BALANCE  AT  END  OF  THE  YEAR  $2,346.36 

♦ # # 

ADMINISTRATION: 

• Appropriated  $1,475.00 

Plus  refund  -25 


GRAND  TOTAL  $1,475.25 

TOTAL  EXPENDITURES: 

Janitor  $260.00 

Phone  253.53 

Office  Supplies  1,131.40 

Auto  Maintenance  173.54 

Transportation,  Outside  Relief  248.28 

Seeking  Information  145.54 


Total  Expenditures  $2,212.29 

Less  Federal  737.04 


Total  Expenditures  from  City  Appropriation  $1,475.25 


BALANCE  AT  END  OF  YEAR  00  00 
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AID  TO  DEPENDENT  CHILDREN: 

Appropriated  $28,000.00 

Plus  refunds  73.25 

GRAND  TOTAL  $28,073.25 

1 OTAL  EXPENDITURES: 

Cash  $38,525.73 

Less  Federal  10,452.48 

Total  Expenditures  from  City  Appropriation  $28,073.25 

BALANCE  AT  END  OF  YEAR  00.00 

# * * 


OLD  AGE  ASSISTANCE: 

Appropriated  $125,000.00 

Plus  Additional  Appropriation  6,000.00 


Total  Appropriation  $131,000.00 

Plus  Refunds  596.60 

Plus  Transfer  from  Outside  Relief 388.77 


GRAND  TOTAL  $131,985.37 

TOTAL  EXPENDITURES: 

Cash  $239,896.93 

Less  Federal  107.91 1 .56 


Total  Expenditures  from  City  Appropriation  $131,985.37 


BALANCE  AT  END  OF  YEAR  00.00 


CITY  INFIRMARY: 

Appropriated  $7,935.00 

Additional  Appropriation  4,636.04 


GRAND  TOTAL $12,571.04 

TOTAL  EXPENDITURES: 

Matron’s  Salary  $1,300.00 

Laborer  200.00 

Medical  171.37 

Food  Supplies  5,792.09 

Clothing  230.78 

Fuel  900.32 

Light  118.88 

Phone  46.89 

Other  House  Maintenance  and  Operation  2,190.20 

Outbuildings,  Maintenance  and  Operation 132.64 

Seed,  Fertilizer  175.85 

Hay  and  Grain  24.00  $11,283.02 


BALANCE  AT  END  OF  YEAR  $1,288.02 
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V 

TOTAL  RECEIPTS  FOR  ENTIRE  YEAR  1947  \ $124,093.42 

COLLECTED: 

Old  Age  Assistance  $91,455.17 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children 12,343.55 

General  Relief  15.320.23 

City  Infirmary  2,077.22 

Cities  and  Towns  2,897.25 


GRAND  TOTAL  $124,093.42 


Amount  of  money  spent  from  City  Appropriation  $237,700.03  less  reimburse- 
ment from  Cities,  Towns  and  State  of  $124,093.42  leaves  a net  figure  for  the  cost 
of  all  forms  of  aid  by  this  Department  of  Public  Welfare  of  $113,606.60  as 
against  a gross  expenditure  for  the  entire  year  of  $359,118.36. 


Report  of  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 

1947  Expenditures  $2,109.75 

1948  Budget  2,202.60 

To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council: 

I herewith  submit  my  report  as  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  for  the  year 
1947. 

The  work  of  the  department  required  by  law  was  carried  out,  and  all 
stores,  gas  stations,  pedlars’  scales,  and  other  places  coming  under  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Sealer  were  inspected. 

In  co-operation  with  the  State  Director  of  Standards  and  through  his 
State  Inspectors,  periodical  check-ups  were  made  of  heavy  capacity  scales  and 
bulk  fuel  oil  stations. 

Pedlars  are  becoming  more  frequent  and  a constant  check-up  is  necessary 
to  protect  the  licensed  pedlar.  I'he  police  are  very  co-operative  and  helpful 
in  this  line  of  the  department  work. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


Daniel  T.  O’Connell 
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Report  of  Health  Department 


1947  Expenditures  $27,044.26 

1948  Budget 30,564.07 


To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Municipal  Council: 

The  Health  Department  herewith  presents  to  your  honorable  body  this  re- 
port of  the  activities  of  the  department  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1947. 

Two  new  members  joined  our  staff  during  the  year.  Mr.  Allan  .V.  Gross, 
a World  War  II  veteran,  was  appointed  plumbing  inspector  on  May  1.  Mr. 
Gross  is  well  qualified  by  training  and  experience  to  carry  on  the  inspection 
work  necessary  for  the  enforcement  of  our  plumbing  regulations.  On  Septem 
ber  1 we  appointed  Mr.  Frank  L.  Cushman  to  fill  the  position  of  Agent,  Milk 
Inspector  and  Bacteriologist,  from  a list  of  qualified  candidates  approved  by 
Civil  Service.  Mr.  Cushman  has  made  an  excellent  beginning  in  assuming  the 
responsibilities  of  his  position,  the  duties  of  which  had  gone  unattended  for 
almost  a year  following  the  resignation  of  his  predecessor. 

4Ve  are  still  without  the  services  of  a dental  hygienist  to  carry  out  the 
dental  health  education  work  among  the  school  children.  Dr.  Turner,  with  the 
assistance  of  Mrs.  Turner,  continues  to  maintain  the  schedule  of  dental  clinic 
sessions  for  eligible  children  of  the  first  three  school  grades.  larger  number  of 
children  than  last  year  have  had  dental  defects  corrected. 

The  general  health  of  the  community  has  continued  good.  Our  com- 
pilation of  vital  statistics  for  1947  shows  we  had  423  deaths  from  all  causes, 
including  25  still  births.  Of  this  number  299  were  resident  deaths  including 
9 stillborn  and  46  residents  who  died  out  of  the  city)  and  124  were  non-resi- 
dents. These  figures  present  an  increase  of  about  35  over  the  number  of  1946 
deaths,  with  over  one-half  of  these  deaths  again  occurring  in  the  60-80  year 
age  group.  Major  causes  of  these  deaths  were  heart  disease,  72;  arteriosclerosis 
and  cerebral  hemorrhage,  each  41;  cancer,  40;  coronary  thrombosis,  26;  my- 
ocarditis, 23  and  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  22.  The  seven  leading  causes  of 
death  total  265  or  62%  of  all  deaths  reported.  Twenty-five  persons  died  of  a 
reportable  disease,  lobar  pneumonia  claifning  2,  tetanus,  1 and  tuberculosis  22. 

Of  the  1279  live  births  recorded,  576  or  45%  were  resident  and  703  or  55% 
non-resident.  These  figures  are  an  increase  over  1946  both  for  resident  and 
non-resident  births. 

The  city  experienced  no  epidemics  during  the  year,  the  incidence  of  the 
common  childhood  diseases  being  less  than  in  1946  by  almost  300  cases.  Most 
prevalent  of  these  diseases  were  chicken  pox  and  measles,  with  161  cases  re- 
ported in  each  instance,  and  whooping  cough,  of  which  there  were  108  cases. 
These  three  accounted  for  about  77%  of  the  total  of  553  such  cases  reported. 
Eighty-two  percent  of  all  the  reportable  diseases  were  recorded  during  the  first 
six  months  of  the  year,  a definite  decline  being  noted  after  June  30. 

Once  again  we  are  happy  to  report  that  no  cases  of  diphtheria  have  oc- 
curred, thus  increasing  to  11  years  the  period  of  complete  absence  of  this  dread 
disease  from  our  community.  This  long,  unbroken  record  is  due  in  no  small 
measure  to  the  fine  cooperation  of  parents  anld  private  physicians  and  to  the 
continuing  efforts  of  the  Health  Department  in  its  annual  immunization  cam- 
paign. This  year  at  the  annual  free  clinics  conducted  by  the  department  109 
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children  received  inoculations  and  110  more  wre  given  booster  dose  protection. 

Two  cases  of  infantile  paralysis  were  recorded,  one  in  August  and  one  in 
October.  One  was  very  mild  in  nature  and  the  other  a more  serious,  paralytic 
case. 


Ten  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tid^erculosis  reported  among  the  Attleboro 
residents  showed  a decrease  of  4 from  the  previous  vear,  but  an  increase  of  3, 
from  5 to  8,  in  local  deaths  from  this  cause  was  noted  over  the  1946  record. 

Physical  examinations  were  given  to  180  children  of  St.  Joseph’s  parochial 
school  by  the  health  officer,  assisted  l^v  Mrs.  4Vilmarth,  the  health  nurse. 
Mrs.  Wilmarth  followed  up  the  exams  with  visits  to  the  homes  of  all  children 
found  to  have  remedial  defects,  for  consultation  with  the  parents. 

Looking  ahead  to  1948,  the  Health  Department  hopes  for  the  active  co- 
operation and  interest  of  the  pidilic  in  its  aims  and  efforts  to  maintain  a high 
level  of  civilian  health  and  santitation  by  promotion  of  measures  which  will 
ensure  a healthful  environment.  The  free  chest  X-ray  program  to  be  offered 
all  Attleboro  residents  early  in  the  new  year  by  the  Bristol  County  Health  Asso- 
ciation, with  the  cooperation  of  the  local  and  state  health  departments,  the  free 
diphtheria  clinic,  to  be  held  in  the  spring  at  our  schools. 

A number  of  South  End  residents,  unable  to  bring  their  youngsters  to 
the  annual  fall  clinics  at  the  Health  Department  office,  and  the  execution 
of  the  restaurant  sanitation  program  begun  in  1943  with  the  adoption  by  the 
City  of  the  Ordinance  and  Code  regulating  Eating  and  Drinking  Establish- 
ments, and  with  which  it  is  hoped  that  all  food  and  drink  establishments  will 
complv  so  that  by  June  1,  our  dtv  mav  boast  a reputation  for  100%  Grade  A 
sanitation  in  its  eating  and  drinking  places — these  programs  are  all  important 
on  the  coming  year’s  agenda,  and  towards  the  success  of  each  of  these  all 
members  of  the  Health  Department  staff  solicit  the  continued  support  of  the 
community. 

The  department  expresses  its  sincere  appreciation  to  the  Red  Cross  Motor 
Corps  for  assistance  given  us  in  the  transportation  of  children  to  the  Crippled 
Children’s  Clinic  at  Fall  River. 

detailed  account  of  the  activities  of  the  department  members  will  be  found 
in  the  appended  reports. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Fernand  L.  Girouard,  M.  D., 

Health  Officer 


CASES  OF  COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES  AND 
DEATHS  FROM  COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis,  2 cases.  0 deaths;  Chicken  Pox,  161  cases.  0 deaths; 
Dog  Bite,  78  cases,  0 deaths;  Cat  Bite,  2 cases,  0 deaths;  Monkey  Bite,  3 cases, 
0 deaths;  Rooster  Bite,  1 case,  0 deaths;  Bear  Bite,  1 case,  0 deaths;  Measles,  161 
cases,  0 deaths;  Mumps,  6 cases,  0 deaths;  Paratyphoid  Fever,  2 cases,  0 deaths; 
Pneumoria,  Lobar,  5 cases,  2 deaths;  Scarlet  Fever,  9 cases,  0 deaths;  Tetanus,  1 
case,  1 death;  Trichinosis,  2 cases,  0 deaths;  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  10  cases, 
8 deaths;  Tuberculosis,  Other  Forms,  1 case,  0 deaths;  "Whooping  Cough,  108 
cases,  0 deaths. 


TOTAL  CASES— 553.  TOTAL  DEATHS— 11 
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Stillbirths  Deaths 
3 39 

2 24 

2 45 

0 45 

3 37 

3 26 

5 30 

1 28 

2 25 

2 35 

1 34 

1 30 

25  398 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Accident,  aiito,  2;  Accident,  drowning,  1;  Accident,  fall,  3;  Acute  Cerebro 
Infection,  1;  Acute  Hepatitis,  1;  Anaemia,  cerebral,  1;  Anencephilic  Monster,  1; 
Apoplexy,  2:  Arteriosclerosis,  41;  Asphyxia,  2;  Asthma,  2;  Atelectasis,  3;  Beri  Beri, 
1;  Brain  Injury,  1;  Diabetes,  2;  Duodenal  Ulcer,  2;  Endocarditis,  2;  Epilepsy,  1; 
Gangrene,  2;  Gastric  Hemorrhage,  3;  Gastric  Ulcer,  2;  Heart  Disease,  72:  Hodg- 
kins Disease,  1;  Homicide-Shooting,  2;  Intestinal  Obstruction,  4;  Leukemia,  6; 
Mesenteric  Thrombosis,  1;  Mitral  Stenosis,  1;  Myocarditis,  23;  Necrosis  of  Brain 
Tissue,  1;  Nephritis,  4;  Peritonitis,  7;  Post-operati\e  Hemorrhage,  1;  Pneumonia, 
Artynical,  1;  Pneumonia-Broncho,  1;  Pneumonia-Lobar,  2;  Pneumonia-Hyp6- 
static,  1;  Prematurity,  5;  Pulmonary  Empyema,  1;  Pidmonary  Embolism,  7; 
Respiratory  Failure,  6;  Senility,  2;  Stillborn,  25;  Siucide-Shooting,  2:  Suicide- 
hanging, 1;  Suicide-asphyxia,  1;  Suicide-poisoning,  1;  Tetanus,  1;  Tuberculosis, 
pulmonary,  22;  Uraemia,  8;  Valvidas,  1. 

TOTALS—246  Males,  177  Females. 


DEATHS  BY  MONTHS 

January  

February  

March  

April  



June  



August  ■ 

September  

October  

November  

December  

TOTALS  


DEATHS  BY  AGES 

Under  1 year,  22;  1-2  years,  3;  5-10  years,  1;  10-15  years,  2:  15-20  years,  1; 
20-30  years,  9;  30-40  years,  15;  40-50  years,  32;  50-60  years,  52;  60-70  years,  88; 
70-80  years,  102;  over  80  years,  71. 

TOTALS — 236  males,  162  females. 


DEATHS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR 

Under  1 day,  12;  2-3  days,  1;  3 days-1  week,  2;  1-2  weeks,  1;  1-2  months,  1; 
3-6  months,  5. 

TOTALS — 16  males,  6 females. 


CAUSES  OF  THESE  DE.ATHS 

Anencephalitic  Monster,  1;  Asphyxia  by  aspiration,  1;  Atelectasis,  3;  Brain 
Injury,  1;  Cerebral  Hemorrhage,  1;  Congenital  Deformity,  1;  Intestinal  Ob- 
struction, 1;  Pneumonia,  2;  Prematurity,  5;  Respiratory  Failure,  5;  Valvtilas,  1. 

TOTALS— 22. 
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REPORT  OF  ^rILK  INSPECTOR,  BACTERIOLOGIST 
AND  AirpHORI/ED  AGENT 

Dr.  Fernand  L.  Girouard,  Health  Officer 
Attleboro,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Dr.  Girouard: 

For  the  period  starting  September  1 and  ending  December  31,  1947,  I have 
the  honor  of  submitting  the  following  report; 

Number  of  dealers  selling  milk  in  Attleboro  37 

Number  of  producers  selling  milk  to  dealers  licensed  in  Attleboro  133 

Number  of  milk  plants  inspected  20 

Number  of  producers’  farms  inspected  133 

Total  number  of  Milk  and  Cream  samples  collected 17.5 

Tests  made  on  these  samples:  Bacteria  17.5 

Butter  Fat  167 

Total  Solids  75 

E.  Coli 168 

Phosphatase  86 

Microscopic  132 

Sediment  164 

Number  of  samples  found  below  standard  54 

(In  every  instance  the  standard  was  brought  up  after  a letter  was  sent 
to  the  offending  dealer.) 

Number  of  swab  tests  made  on  restaurant  dishes,  bar  glasses,  and  kitchen 

utensils  75 

Bakeries  inspected  4 

Number  of  public  and  private  water  samples  analyzed 37 

Hearings  on  recreation  and  trailer  camps 2 

Total  nuisance  complaints  investigated,  i.e.,  overflowing  cesspools,  im- 
proper rubbish  disposal,  water  shut-offs,  water  in  cellar,  etc. 30 

Licenses  and  Permits  were  issued  as  follows  for  the  year  1947: 

Milk  Store  119 

Oleomargarine  41 

Milk  Dealer  38 

Pasteurization  9 

Funeral  Directors  7 

Methyl  Alcohol  44 

Cabins  and  Trailer  Camps  6 

Ice  Cream  Manufacture  2 

Massage  4 

Rendering  1 

Bottling  1 

Collection  of  grease 1 

Total  fees  collected  for  these $281.50 
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Healih  Depnrinient  Reinil)urseniems,  1947 

State  Subsidy  on  patients  at  Bristol  County  Tuberculosis  Hospital 


on  cases  settled  in  Attleboro  $2,688.56 

State  Reimbursenient  on  State  cases,  cases  not  settled  in  Attleboro, 

nor  in  any  city  or  town  in  Massachusetts 437.50 

Reimbursement  from  Fall  River,  Mass.,  for  case  cared  for  at  Bristol 

County  Hospital,  and  having  settlement  in  Fall  River  162  00 

Reimbursment  from  family  for  case  cared  for  at  Bristol  County 
Hospital  6.00 

.$3,294.06 

TOTAL  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  RECEIPTS,  1947  $3,575.56 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Frank  L.  Cushman, 
Authorized  Agent 
Milk  Inspector 
Bacteriologist 


REPORT  OF  THE  HEALTH  NURSE 

Dr.  Fernand  L.  Girotiard 
Health  Officer 
Attleboro,  Mass. 

Dear  Dr.  Girotiard: 

I herewith  submit  the  annual  statistical  report  of  the  activities  of  the 
Health  Nurse  for  the  year  1947. 


Number  of  visits  to  and  in  behalf  of  tuberculosis  cases 204 

Number  of  visits  to  and  in  behalf  of  contacts  of  tuberculosis  54 

Number  of  visits  to  and  in  behalf  of  suspicious  tuberctdosis  cases  40 

Number  of  visits  to  Bristol  County  Hospital  with  persons  for  X-ray,  admit- 

ance  and  pneumothorax  treatment 47 

Number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  reported  in  1947  10 

Number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis  reported  in  1947 8 

Number  of  visits  to  and  in  behalf  of  other  infectious  diseases  308 

Number  of  visits  to  and  in  behalf  of  crippled  children 74 

Number  of  visits  to  and  in  behalf  of  immunization,  including  assistance  at 

6 diphtheria  prevention  clinics  486 

Number  completing  inoculations  at  these  clinics 109 

Number  given  booster  doses  at  these  clinics 110 

Number  of  visits  to  and  in  behalf  of  school  children 196 
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Other  visits — check  on  hiologicals  at  Sturdy  Hospital,  social  service,  Health 


Department  business,  meetings  attended  and  talks  given  438 

Total  of  all  visits  1 ,847 


Twenty-one  persons  in  this  city  received  care  and  treatment  at  Bristol 
County  Hospital  this  year. 

Of  the  babies  horn  in  1946,  74.4%  were  found  to  have  been  inoculated 
against  diphtheria  during  their  first  year,  either  by  their  private  physicians 
or  at  the  Health  Department  clinics. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Lois  E.  Wilmarth,  R.  N. 
Health  Nurse 


REPORT  OF  THE  DENTAL  CLINIC 

Dr.  Fernand  L.  Girouard 
Health  Officer 
Attleboro,  Mass. 

Dear  Dr.  Girouard: 

I herewith  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  dental  clinic  for  1947: 


Number  of  dental  inspections  1,060 

Number  of  cards  sent  home  advising  dental  treatment 840 

Number  of  sittings 651 

Number  of  old  patients 444 

Number  of  new  patients  207 

Number  of  fillings  1,174  • 

Number  of  extractions  - 174 

Number  of  emergency  treatments  24 

Number  of  cleanings  84 

Number  of  completed  cases  140 

Number  of  days  operated  145 


Respectfully  yours. 


W.  E.  Turner,  D.D.S. 
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REPORl  OF  FHF  INSPECTOR  OF  ANIMALS  AND 
INSPECTOR  OF  SLAUGHTERING 

Dr.  F.  L.  Girouard 
Health  Officer 
Attleboro.  Mass. 


Dear  Dr.  Girouard: 


I herewith  submit  my  twenty-sixth  annual  report  as  Inspector  of  Animals 
and  my  eighteenth  annual  reiiort  as  Inspector  of  Slaughtering. 

I have  made  a complete  inspection  of  all  animals  and  premises  in  which  they 
are  stabled  for  .Actinomycosis,  Alange  and  other  contagious  diseases. 

-At  124  premises  I find  the  following  animals: 


Pure  Rreds 


Cows  80 

1-2  A'ear  Olds  24 

Under  1 Year  12 

Bulls  6 


Horses — 70  Goats — 50 


Grade 


Cows  720 

1-2  Year  Olds  76 

Under  I Year 76 

Bulls  31 

Steers  8 


Sheep — 49  Swine — 764 


Respectfully  submitted. 


Frederick  L.  Briggs,  D.V.M. 
Inspector  of  Animals 
Inspector  of  Slaughtering 


REPORT  OF  THE  LNSPECTORS  OF  PLUMBING 

Dr.  Fernand  L.  Girouard,  Health  Officer 
Attleboro,  Massachusetts 
Dear  Dr.  Girotiard: 

The  following  is  a report  of  the  plumbing  inspection  work  performed 
during  the  year  1947. 


There  were  174  permits  issued  as  follows: 

Mr.  James  Forrest  (Jan.  1 to  May  1,  1947) 76 

Mr.  Allan  A.  Gross  (May  1 to  Dec.  31,  1947) 80 

Mr.  Wilfred  .A.  Perra,  assistant  plumbing  inspector 18 

Number  of  water  closets  installed 211 

Number  of  bath  tubs  installed 82 

Number  of  urinals  installed  19 

Number  of  wash  bowls  installed 175 

Number  of  sinks  installed 77 

Number  of  shower  baths  installed 13 

Number  of  sinks  and  trays  installed 20 

Number  of  slop  hoppers  installed 14 

Number  of  wash  trays  installed 17 

Number  of  dentist  trays  installed 1 

Number  of  sewer  connections 11 

Number  of  renewals  of  lead  bends 39 

Number  of  renewals  of  lead  traps 17 

Number  of  sink  traps  installed 15 

Number  of  water  fountains  installed 1 


Respectfully  submitted, 
James  F.  Forrest 
Allan  A.  Gross 
Wilfred  A.  Perra 
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Report  of  City  Solicitor 


1947  Expenditures  $1,942.50 

1948  Budget  2,752.50 


During  the  year  1947,  there  were  three  important  cases  tried  in  the  Superior 
Court  involving  the  zoning  laws  of  the  City  of  Attleboro.  Two  of  these  cases 
are  now  before  the  Supreme  Court  for  final  adjudication  and  the  third  is 
in  the  process  of  appeal.  The  case  involving  the  airport  was  a long  drawn-out 
affair  and  consumed  about  twenty-one  trial  days.  All  three  are  cases  of  first 
impression  and  the  final  determination  will  aid  in  the  clarification  of  the  Zon- 
ing Laws.  On  several  occasions  your  Solicitor  attended  hearings  and  advised 
the  zoning  board  of  appeal  at  its  request. 

There  were  numerous  claims  against  the  City  for  defects  in  the  highways. 
One  was  tried  in  the  Superior  Court  but  final  adjudication  took  place  in  1948 
and  would  not  be  included  in  this  report.  As  a result  of  this  case,  your  Law 
Department  has  made  arrangements  with  the  Police  Department  to  notify  the 
Highway  Department  immediately  of  all  accidents  due  to  alleged  defects  in 
the  highways.  The  Highway  Department  will  send  a man  to  in.spect  the  scene, 
take  measurements  and  photographs,  so  that  the  Committee  on  Claims  may  have 
a clear  picture  when  claims  are  presented.  In  the  event  that  any  cases  are 
brought  to  Court  your  City  Solicitor  will  be  in  a position  to  present  an  ade- 
quate defense. 

There  were  some  changes  in  the  City  Ordinance  during  the  year.  A new 
trailer  ordinance  was  submitted  for  study  by  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Your  City  Solicitor,  with  the  aid  of  the  Mayor  and  our  Representatives, 
successfully  prevented  the  passage  of  a bill  in  the  Legislature  which  would 
have  effected  water  rights  of  the  City. 

1 here  were  numerous  written  opinions  rendered  to  the  various  departments 
in  addition  to  many  oral  opinions.  As  in  previous  years,  your  City  Solicitor 
was  available  to  the  various  Boards  when  called  upon. 

.A  very  close  cooperation  has  developed  between  the  Health  Department, 
the  Building  Inspector,  and  your  City  Solicitor.  The  City  has  benefited  greatly 
by  this  harmonious  relationship. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Mayor  and  the  Council  for  appropriating  the  money  to 
enable  me  to  continue  membership  in  the  National  Institute  of  Municipal  Law 
Officers.  I find  this  membership  very  helpful. 

I hope  to  have  the  Ordinances  revised  and  codified  during  1948. 

It  would  take  much  space  to  enumerate  all  the  work  performed  by  the  Law 
Department  during  the  year.  However,  all  such  work  is  of  course  incidental 
to  the  office  of  City  Solicitor. 


Again  I wish  to  state  that  my  association  with  the  City  and  its  officers  has 
been  very  pleasant. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


Daniel  A.  J.  Doyle, 

City  Solicitor 
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Report  of  the  Planning  Board 


1947  Expenditures  $3,478.40 

1948  Budget 4,415.00 


To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Honorable  Municipal  Council: 

Gentlemen: 

The  Planning  Board  regrets  to  report  the  death  of  one  of  its  members,  Mr. 
Harold  K.  Larson,  who  passed  aw^ay  suddenly  on  August  5,  1947.  He  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  Board  in  January  and  served  faithfully.  Trained  at  Brown 
University  in  Engineering,  he  was  much  interested  in  the  possibilities  of  Com- 
munity Planning,  and  made  a survey  of  sites  for  Airports  for  the  Rhode  Island 
State  Planning  Board  when  it  set  up  the  Master  Plan  for  Airport  development 
in  that  state.  His  education  and  business  experience  made  him  a valuable 
member  of  this  Board  and  it  was  with  profound  sorrow  that  we  learned  of  his 
sudden  death. 

During  the  year  1947  the  Planning  Board  held  twenty-two  regular  meet- 
ings, many  conferences,  and  eight  public  hearings.  The  average  attendance  of 
the  members  was  eighty-two  percent. 


The  eight  public  hearings  were  divided  as  follows: 

2 — Hearings  on  new  plats.  Westwood  Park  Plat  and  Lincoln  Home  Develop- 
ment Replat  were  accepted.  .Also,  the  Shaw  Estate  Plat,  pending  from 
last  year  until  proof  of  ownership  was  established  and  accepted. 

1 —  Hearing  on  an  amendment  to  the  wording  of  the  Zoning  Ordinance 
principally  concerned  with  permitting  the  construction  of  new  resi- 
dences for  more  than  two  families  in  each  residence,  in  a General  Resi- 
dence District. 

2 —  Hearings  on  amendments  to  the  .Area  Districts  of  the  Zoning  Ordi- 
nance reducing  certain  Sixteen  Thousand  Square  Foot  Area  Districts  to 
Twelve  Thousand  Square  Foot  .Area  Districts. 

3 —  Hearings  on  amendments  to  the  Zoning  Ordinance  for  changes  in  “Use” 
of  certain  lots. 


The  changes  in  the  .Area  Districts,  and  in  the  “Use”  of  land,  as  a result  of 
these  hearings,  and  the  subsequent  action  of  the  Municipal  Council,  are  as  fol- 
lows: 


The  changes  in  Area  Districts  and  their  locations: 

(^Sixteen  Thousand  Square  Foot  Area  Districts  changed  to 
Twelve  Thousand  Square  Foot  Area  Districts) 

Lots  365  to  368  inc.;  371  to  378  inclusive; 

Lots  384  and  387. 

Parts  of  Lots  363,  364,  385,  386,  369,  370,  379,  380, 
381,  and  382,  all  on  .Assessors’  New  Plat  27  and  lo- 
cated as  follows: 

Northerly  side  of  County  Street  and  the  N.  Y.,  N.  H. 
and  H.  Railroad  (Lincoln  Home  Development  Re- 
plat). 
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Approved  l)y  the  IManning  Board 
Municipal  Council: 

Lot  No.  Plat  No. 

Area  not  platted  as 
of  1947 


Dec.  29,  1947  and  waiting  action  by  the 
Location 

An  extension  of  the  Twelve  Thousand 
Square  foot  area  on  the  Southerly  side 
of  South  Avenue  between  County  and 
Tiffany  Streets  so  that  the  twelve 
thousand  square  foot  area  replaces  the 
16,000  square  foot  area  in  the  tract  of 
land  bounded  by  Tiffany  and  County 
Streets. 


The  change  in  Use  of  lots  and  their  location  is  as  follows: 

Areas  changed  in  Use  from  Single  Residence  Use  to  Business  Use. 


Lot  No.  Plat  No. 

Lots  10,  11,  12  Assessors’  Plan  Book 

Parts  of  lots  1,  7,  13  Plats  10,  11 


Location 

Southerly  side  of  Oak  Hill  Avenue 
at  Briggs  Corner,  a continuation  of  the 
business  district  in  a Westerly  direc- 
tion for  a distance  of  579  feet  more  or 
less. 


Areas  changed  in  Use  from  Single 
to  Industrial  Use. 

Lot  No.  Plat  No. 

Lots  68 

Parts  of  lots  219  to  222  New  Plat  33 
Lots  193  to  218  inclusive  New  Plat  33 
Lots  69,  70 


Residence  and  General  Residence  Use 
Location 

Easterly  side  of  John  \Villiam  Street 
\Vesterly  side  of  John  'William  Street 


The  office  of  the  Planning  Board  and  Zoning  Board  of  Appeal,  located  in 
the  Council  Chamber  of  the  City  Hall  is  open  on  every  working  day  to  all  who 
have  any  questions  about  the  Zoning  Ordinance,  and  many  have  taken  ad- 
vantage of  this  service  throughout  the  year.  We  welcome  suggestions  from  all 
who  are  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  city. 

During  the  year  our  office  prepared  the  manuscript  for  the  new  edition 
of  the  Zoning  Ordinances  as  amended  to  October  1,  1947,  and  had  one  thousand 
copies  printed  for  free  distribution. 

The  official  Zoning  maps,  especially  those  showing  Use  and  Area  Districts 
should  be  brought  up  to  date  and  placed  on  more  durable  material  as  they 
have  become  nearly  worn  out  from  use.  \Ve  are  at  work  on  this  project. 

There  should  be  published  a new  amended  edition  of  the  handing  Zoning 
and  Area  Regulation  map  for  general  distribution. 

The  United  States  Topographical  map  of  the  Attleboro  Area  should  be  en- 
larged to  the  scale  of  our  Aerial  Map. 
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The  Roarcl  retonimeiuls  two  major  projects: 

1 —  A sur\ey  of  tlie  economic  l)ase  of  Attleboro. 

This  would  show  the  resources  and  possibilities  of  growth  in  our 
city. 

2 —  The  de\elopment  of  a Master  Plan  for  the  city. 

Phis  is  important  because  all  the  departments  of  the  city  are  mem- 
bers of  one  body  and  their  planning  should  be  coordinated  in  a 
Master  Plan. 

I bis  Master  Plan  should  be  flexible  and  serve  as  a guide  to 
future  development. 


OTHER  RECOMMENDATIONS 

1 —  More  parking  lots. 

Off  street  parking  seems  to  the  the  only  practical  solution  for  our 
traffic  congested  streets.  Upper  County  and  South  Main  Streets 
are  now  congested  areas.  \'acant  land  in  these  areas  should  be  se- 
cured now  for  parking  purposes. 

2 —  Parking  Meters  sbould  be  given  a trial  at  suitable  location  in  our 

streets.  Ehey  might  also  be  a means  of  revenue  on  the  proposed 
parking  lots. 

3 —  To  relieve  the  present  congestion  in  the  Post  Office  Area  of  Park 

Street:  Make  Park  Street  from  Union  Street  to  Emory  Street 

at  Angell  Park  a one  way  street  easterly.  Make  Emory  Street 
from  Angell  Park  a one  way  street  westerly. 

4 —  Street  Extensions.  Brook  Street  extended  northerly  to  Maynard 

Street  and  Southerly  along  the  right  of  way  of  the  Thatcher 
Brook  drain  to  Soutli  Main  Street. 

5 —  Widening  Starkey  .\\enue  to  a width  of  50  feet  from  Pleasant  Street 

to  the  N.  y.,  N.  H.,  and  H.  R.  R.  Iniclge  and  extend  Starkey 
Avenue  southerly  from  Pleasant  Street  to  Field  Road. 


We  are  grateful  to  the  Mayor,  the  City  Council,  all  departments  of  the  City 
Government,  the  press  and  the  many  citizens  who  are  interested  in  community 
planning  for  the  cooperation  they  have  given  this  board  this  past  year. 

Respectfully  sid)initted, 

Frank  L.  Briggs,  Chairman 
Rol)crt  \\b  Mawney,  Secretary 
Clifford  A.  SAvan.son 
^Villiam  O.  Sweet 
Walter  A.  Cunningham 
J.  Burleigh  Moulton 
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Report  of  State  Aid  and  Soldiers’  Relief 


1947  Expenditures  $25,923.29 

1948  Budget  27,600.00 

REPORT  OF  \ ETERANS’  BENEFEES 


To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Municipal  Council: 

I submit  herewith  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1947. 


SOLDIERS’  BENEFITS  paid  $24,060.01 

Refunds  .$286.00 

Reimbursements  by  cities  and  towns 340.00  626.00 

,$23,434.01 


The  city  will  be  reimbursed  by  the  state  for  approximately  one-half  of  ex- 
penditures. 

ADDMINISTRATION: 

Salaries  and  wages $2,124.00 

Other  expenses  368.28 


.$2,492.28 

Families  helped  102 

Investigations  82 

Consultations  with  Commissioners’  Office,  by  personal  call  and  by  phone  170 
Number  of  Calls  at  Veterans’  Benefits  Office  seeking  aid  or  information,  ap- 
proximately   3,500 

Beginning  January  1,  1947,  the  Department  of  Soldiers’  Relief,  Military 
.\id.  State  .Lid,  Soldiers’  Burial,  etc,  was  combined  in  one  department — VETE- 
RANS’ BENEFITS. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Arthur  B.  Cummings, 

Veterans’  Benefits  Agent 
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Report  of  Board  of  Assessors 


1947  Expenditures  $11,925.21 

1948  Budget  12,375.00 

I'o  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Municipal  Council: 

C»entlemen: 

I'he  Board  of  Assessors  respectfully  submits  the  report  of  the  Assessing 
Department  for  the  year  1947. 

TABLE  OE  AGGREGATES 

Number  of  Persons  assessed  on  property 8,132 

NiuTd)cr  of  Polls  assessed 7,835 

\’aluation  of  taxable  Real  Estate  $28,257,290.00 

\ al nation  of  taxable  Personal  Property  $2,754,410.00 

d otal  l ax  assessed  on  Polls  and  Property .$1,156,900.56 

Number  of  Dwellings  assessed 4,299 

Number  of  .Acres  assessed 15,000 

Betterment  Tax  and  Interest  $1,933.66 

MOTOR  EXCISE  TAX 

Motor  Excise  l ax  $54,362.90 

Number  of  Cars  assessed 7,708 

•Average  Value  253.00 

•Ave  Tax  $7.05 

TOTAL  VALUES 

\'alue  of  taxable  Real  Estate .$28,257,290.00 

\ alue  of  taxable  Personal  Property  $2,754,410.00 

Value  of  non-taxable  Real  Estate $4,141,010.00 

\’alue  of  non-taxable  Personal  Property $1,926,015.00 

Treasurer’s  Deeds  to  City  $81,480.00 

Land  of  Low  Value .$445.00 


City’s  Total  VAaluation  (Taxable  and  Non-Taxable) $37,160,650.00 

1946  Taxable  Valuation  .$29,415,660.00 

1947  Taxable  Valuation  $31,011,700.00 

ESI  IMATED  EXPENDITURES 

1947  Budget  and  Appropriations  $1,696,463.12 

1947  State  Tax  $23,950.00 

1947  County  Tax  $74,131.52 

Underestimate  of  County  Tax  1946  $1,618.52 

1947  County  Hospital  Tax  .$29,395.00 

State  Parks  $1,566.49 

Underestimate  of  State  Parks  1946  $587.44 

State  Examination  of  Retirement  System 496.82 

State  Audit  of  .Accounts  .$2,015.26 

1947  Overlay  Account  $15,290.56 


$1,845,514.73 
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ESTIMA  I El)  RECEIP  I S 


Income  Tax  SI 34,502.33 

Corporation  Tax  141,130.18 

State  Owned  Land,  Reimlnirsement  .S7.90 

Gasoline  Tax,  Chapter  588,  Acts  of  1946  23,506.33 

Motor  \’ehicle  and  1 railer  Excise  28,355.00 

Licenses  19.370.00 

Fines  3,770.00 

Special  Assessments  18,000.00 

General  Government  2,500.00 

Health  and  Sanitation  3,360.00 

Charities  140,042.87 

Old  Age  Tax  5,562.50 

Soldiers’  Benefits  2,540.00 

Schools  1 1 ,510.00 

Interest  on  Soldiers  Bonus 167.00 

Water  Revenue  149,960.00 

Costs  on  ’W’ater  and  Taxes 950.00 

Interest  on  Tax  Titles  140.00 

Interest  on  Taxes  and  Assessments  1,550.00 

Rent  of  City  Property  1.240.00 

Sale  of  City  Property  450.00 


Total  Estimated  Receipts  '. .8688,614.17 


APPROPRIATIONS 


City,  State  and  County  Appropriations  81,845,514.73 

Less  Estimated  Receipts  688,614.17 


.81,156,900.56 

Less  Polls  15,670.00 


Net  Amount  to  be  raised  by  Taxation  on  Real  and  Personal  Prop- 
erty   

Tax  Rate  per  thousand  

Taxable  Property  Value,  Real  and  Personal 

$31,011,700.00  X .836.80  equals 

Personal  Property  assessed  after  Tax  Rate  was  set  \5due 

Tax 

We  thank  all  other  City  Departments  for  their  co-operation. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Board  of  Assessors, 
Patrick  J.  Byrnes 
John  J.  Hodge 
Isaac  H.  Bruce 


81,141,230.56 

$36.80 

$1,141,230.56 

85.960.00 

.8219.33 


January  6,  1948 
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Report  of  Police  Department 


1947  Expenditures  $93,619.10 

1948  Budget  104,5.'34.71 

I o His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  Members  of  the  Municipal  Council: 

C.entlemen: 

Herewith  is  submitted  the  annual  report  of  the  Police  Department  of  the 
City  of  Attleboro  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1947. 

.Activities  of  this  Department  have  followed  on  much  the  same  plane  during 
the  past  year  as  in  the  previous  post-war  years,  with  out  City  continuing  as  one 
of  the  busiest  small  industrial  communities  in  the  State  or  New  England  area. 

The  problems  presented  to  the  Department  daily  include  for  the  most  part 
the  ordinary  routine  enforcement  of  the  laws,  with  the  community  being  for- 
tunatelv  free  of  anything  reseml)ling  a serious  crime  wa\e,  or  crimes  of  violence. 
4 here  ha\e  been  more  than  the  usual  numl)er  of  inciilents  of  breaking,  entering, 
and  larceny,  but  in  the  large  majority  of  such  incidents  the  amount  of  material 
goods  taken  was  comparatively  small  and  the  ojjerations  were  indicated  to  be 
largely  due  to  juveniles.  Most  of  the  forcecl  entries  into  homes  or  other  build- 
ings were  indicated  to  be  by  persons  who  have  yet  to  attain  the  age  of  majority, 
and  it  is  likely  that  when  finally  uncovered  the  work  will  be  proven  to  have 
been  done  by  a very  few  indi\idnals  of  minor  age.  An  intensi^e  checkup 
among  jmeniles  has  been  followed  up  in  this  connection,  and  results  may  be 
observed  in  not  undue  length  of  time. 

Attleboro  w'as  one  of  the  few'  cities  of  this  section  of  the  country  to 
go  through  the  entire  year  without  recording  a fatality  due  to  motor  vehicle 
accident.  Credit  for  this  shonld  be  gi\en  to  a keen  enforcement  of  the  laws  re- 
lating to  motor  vehicles  t)peration  by  members  of  the  Department. 

I believe  that  the  alertness  of  patrolmen,  in  both  cruisers  and  on  motor- 
cycles, as  well  as  those  on  foot,  has  cut  doAvn  the  total  of  accidents,  and  likewise 
of  injuries  to  persons  or  damage  to  vehicles,  by  checking  the  unfortunate  ten- 
dency so  many  operators  have — to  drive  at  a rate  in  excess  or  ordinary  safe 
speed. 

,\  new^  plan  of  traffic  control,  inaugurated  in  the  business  center  during 
the  rush  hour  periods,  with  no  left  turns  permitted,  has  wwked  well,  I believe, 
improving  the  facility  wdtli  wdiich  many  w^orkers  go  to  and  from  their  homes 
and  places  of  work. 

The  problem  of  finding  jiarking  space  is  ever  with  us,  and  in  this  respect 
it  woidd  appear  that  the  proposal  to  install  parking  meters  wonld  have  a 
tendency  to  create  an  opportunity  for  shoppers  to  park  near  the  places  wdiere 
they  wish  to  make  purchases.  I believe  installation  of  such  meters  woidd  not 
only  improve  parking  in  general,  hut  eventually  w^ould  bring  a return  to  the 
City  for  use  of  parking  space  thus  aiding  in  the  upkeep  of  the  streets. 

I he  Department  is  manned  by  Chief,  Lieutenant,  Inspector,  three  Ser- 
geants, and  twenty-three  Patrolmen. 
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Our  automotive  equipment  consists  of  the  following:  three  motorcycles, 
one  of  which  is  in  good  shape  and  two  that  need  replacing,  ^\’e  have  three 
1946  Ford  Coaches  that  have  been  in  sersice  since  last  April.  One  has  gone 
approximately  60,000  miles,  another  has  been  run  52,000  miles  and  the  third 
registers  40,000  miles.  These  cars  shoidd  be  traded  for  new  ones.  AVe  would 
like  one  additional  cruiser  also  for  use  as  an  extra  when  the  present  ones  are 
tied  up  due  to  repairs  and  so  forth.  ^Ve  also  have  one  Ford  Sedan,  1946  model, 
which  is  the  Chief’s  car  and  has  been  in  operation  since  December,  1946;  this 
\ehicle  is  in  good  condition.  ^Ve  also  have  one  Ford  Patrol  \Vagon,  1934  model. 

During  the  year,  the  Police  Department  has  joined  with,  and  has  been 
aided  in  investigation  work,  particularly  relating  to  juveniles  and  family  wel- 
fare cases  by  the  officials  of  the  Probation  Dept,  of  the  District  Court  and  the  M.  S. 
P.  C.  C.,  and  Municipal  ^Velfare  Department.  State  police  and  officers  of  de- 
partments in  neighboring  communities,  both  in  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island, 
have  also  given  us  whole-hearted  cooperation  at  all  times. 

I wish  at  this  time  to  express  the  deepest  appreciation  of  myself  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Department  as  a whole,  to  Mayor  Francis  J.  O’Neil  and  members  of  the 
Municipal  Council  for  the  interest  and  consideration  they  have  shown  in  and 
for  the  Department, 

Also,  we  of  the  Department  are  deejily  indebtetl  to  Honorable  Ralph  C. 
Estes,  presiding  Justice  of  the  Fourth  District  Court,  his  associates  of  the  bench, 
and  to  Edwin  F.  Thayer,  Court  Clerk  and  his  staff,  for  their  kindly  interest 
and  assistance  in  the  problems  presented.  Also  to  Miss  Olive  A.  Nerney  of  the 
Probation  Department,  Miss  Olive  A.  MacKinnon  of  the  S.  P.  C.  C.,  Miss  Alison 
\'ickerv,  and  Mr.  Fred  Franz  of  the  Public  ^Velfare  Department,  Inspector  Ed- 
mund H.  Gingras  of  the  State  Motor  \'ehicle  Department,  and  we  are  deeply 
grateful  as  well  to  the  many  citizens  who  have  shown  excellent  cooperation, 
and  also  to  the  Special  Police  who  have  so  willingly  taken  over  the  Department 
on  so  many  occasions  while  the  regular  officers  were  enjoying  themselves  at  the 
Policemen’s  Ball  and  other  social  functions  during  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Peter  J.  Matron, 

Chief  of  Police 


Female  Total 
0 2 

3 19 

0 1 

1 5 

0 2 

0 2 

0 2 

0 2 

2 6 

1 48 

1 1 258 

2 76 

0 59 

0 1 

0 1 

0 2 

2 4 


Approved  by  Police  Commission 
John  E.  Turner 
John  H.  Wolfenden 
Thomas  H.  Brennan 
Frank  J.  Nerney 

ARRESTS  FOR  1947 

Male 


Assault  2 

Assault  and  Battery  16 

.\ssault  on  Police  Officer  1 

Adultery  4 

Affray  ' 2 

Attempted  Break  2 

Breaking,  Entering  and  Larceny  2 

Carrying  Pistol  without  Permit 2 

Contributing  to  Delinquency ' 4 

Disturbing  the  Peace  47 

Drunkenness  247 

Drunken  Driving  74 

Driving  to  Endanger  59 

Escape  from  Insane  Institution  1 

Evading  1 axi  Fare  1 

Forgery  2 

Fornication  2 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


43 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Fugitive  from  Justice  

2 

0 

2 

Getting  Woman  with  Child 

2 

0 

2 

Indecent  Exposure  

3 

0 

3 

Lewd  and  Lascivious  in  Speech  and  Behavior 

3 

1 

4 

Lewd  and  Lascivious  Cohabitation 

1 

0 

1 

Larcenv 

24 

1 

25 

Lottery  Pickets,  possession  of 

1 

0 

1 

Malicious  Injury  to  Property  

4 

0 

4 

Neglect  to  Provide  for  Family 

13 

1 

14 

Neglect  of  Minor  Children 

1 

6 

7 

Neglected  Children  

5 

2 

7 

Out-of-City  Police  

7 

0 

7 

Rape  

8 

0 

8 

Registering  Bets  on  Horses  

1 

0 

1 

Selling  Revolver  without  Permit 

1 

0 

1 

Tramps 

17 

0 

17 

Trespassing 

3 

0 

3 

Unlawful  Appropriation  of  Autos 

6 

0 

6 

Unnatural  Act 

4 

0 

4 

Uttering  Forged  Check 

1 

0 

1 

Vagrant  

1 

0 

1 

V iolation  of  Probation  

22 

5 

27 

Violation  of  Parole  

0 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

598 

39 

637 

SUMMONSES  FOR 

1947 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Allowing  Improper  Person  to  Operate  M.  V. 

17 

0 

17 

Attaching  Wrong  Plates  to  M.  V. 

1 

0 

1 

Citv  Ordinance,  Violation  of 

11 

1 

12 

Delinquency  

15 

11 

26 

Failing  to  Keep  M.  Right 

39 

1 

40 

Failing  to  Have  M.  V.  Inspected 

63 

1 

64 

Failing  to  Slow  at  Intersection 

10 

2 

12 

Failing  to  Stop  M.  V.  for  Officer 

1 

0 

1 

Failing  to  Stop  at  Stop  Sign 

10 

0 

10 

Failing  to  Stop  at  Red  Light 

29 

1 

30 

Giving  False  Name  to  Officer 

1 

0 

1 

Illegal  Use  of  Spotlight 

1 

0 

1 

Leaving  Scene  of  Accident  P.  D 

14 

0 

14 

Operating  M.  V.  Not  Properly  Lighted 

14 

0 

14 

Operating  M.  V.  No  Registration  in  Possession 

8 

0 

8 

Operating  M.  V.  No  License 

34 

0 

34 

Operating  M.  V.  after  Suspension  of  License 

4 

0 

4 

Operating  Unregistered  M.  V. 

5 

0 

5 

Operating  LIninsured  M.  V 

6 

0 

6 

Passing  School  Bus  

1 

0 

1 

Passing  M.  V.  on  Right 

2 

0 

2 

Passing  M.  V.  When  View  is  Obstructed 

1 

0 

1 

Peddling  without  a License 

1 

0 

1 

Speeding  

222 

4 

226 

School  Offenders 

1 

1 

2 

School  Absentees  

0 

3 

3 

Stubborn  Child 

1 

0 

1 

— 



— 

512 

25 

537 

44 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


AUTOMORILE  ACCIDENTS,  1947 

No.  of 
Acci- 
dents 


.\uto  vs.  Auto  226 

Auto  vs.  Bicycle  9 

Auto  vs.  Bus  1 

.\uto  vs.  Fence  2 

.\uto  vs.  Fixed  Ol)ject  17 

Auto  vs.  Hydrant  1 

Auto  vs.  Motorcycle  4 

Auto  vs.  Pedestrian  38 

Auto  vs.  Passenger  1 

,\uto  vs.  Pole  2 

Auto  vs.  Skid  1 

Auto  vs.  Tree  1 

Auto  vs.  Turnover  1 


304 

190  of  the  above  accidents  were  property  damage  only. 

Licenses  revoked  or  suspended — 

Licenses  re\  oked 

Licenses  suspended  

Licenses  returned  

Registrations  rcnoked  

Registrations  suspended  

Rights  to  operate  in  Massachusetts  suspended 
Buff  cards  made  out  for  motor  vehicle  violations — 

Summonses  

Registry  action  

AVarnings  

No  fix  tickets  issued — 

Male  

Female  


No.  of 
Persons 
Injured 
63 
5 
0 
0 

0 
0 
5 

33 

1 
5 
0 
1 
0 

118 


45 

103 

89 

15 

5 


397 

99 

.597 


296 

. 20 


Total  316 

COMPLAINTS  INAESTIGATED,  1947 

Breaking,  Entering  and  Larceny 39 

Larceny  296 

Larceny  of  Auto  2 

Rape  6 

Total 343 

\'alue  of  Property  Stolen  SH, 655.00 

\'alue  of  Property  Recovered  7,416.00 


Balance  S4.279.00 

\'alue  of  Property  Recovered  for  Outside  Police  Department  510,350.00 

Miscellaneous  Re))orts  1.209 

Missing  Persons  


1 otal  1,275 

Gun  Permits  Issued 255 

Bicycles  Registered  ^ '"’^3 

Money  turned  into  City  5271.25 
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Report  of  City  Collector 


1947  Expenditures  $7,774.02 

1948  Budget  7,310.50 


Jautiary  7,  1948 


To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Mtinicipal  Council: 

I herewith  sid)uiit  tlie  auutial  report  of  the  City  Collector  for  the  year  1947, 


The  total  amount  collected  and  paid  to  ^Villiam  Marshall,  City  Treasurer, 
is  $1,492,630.68,  divided  as  follows: 


Real  Estate  Taxes  

Personal  Property  Taxes 

Poll  Taxes  

Motor  X'ehicle  Excise 

Betterments  

Committed  Interest  

Water  Rates  

Pipe  and  Labor  Charges  

Highway  

Welfare  

.School  

Health  

Public  Property  

Estates  of  Deceased  Persons 

Return  of  Taxes  Abated  (CL  17- 18) 
Interest  on  Taxes  and  Water 
Costs  on  Taxes  and  Water 


$1,022,547.03 

100,362.24 

11,234.00 

53,346.86 

11,280.44 

361.49 

151,263.14 

5,661.36 

25.00 

124,093.42 

4.052.06 

3.295.06 
2,066.00 

260.00 

320.42 

1,429.65 

1,032.51 


Eollowing  is  a list  of  the  outstanding  accounts  as  of  Decmber  31,  1947: 


1947  Real  Estate  Taxes $58,771.19 

1947  Personal  Property  Taxes 5,396.87 

1947  Poll  Taxes 62.00 

1947  Motor  Vehicle  Excise 1,305.39 

1947  Betterments 3,304.92 

1947  Committed  Interest  41 .97 

1947  Water  Rates  2,677.33 

1 91 7 Pipe  and  Labor  Charges 538.44 

Highway  22.43 

Public  Property  248.00 

School  243.00 

Welfare  2,275.63 


Total  $74,887.17 


Respectfully  submitted. 


Doris  L.  Austin, 

City  Collector 
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Report  of  Electrical  Branch  Fire  Department 


1947  Expenditures  $14,380.00 

1948  Budget  13,995.00 

December  31,  1947 

To  the  Board  of  Fire  Engineers: 

Attleboro  Fire  Department, 

Attleboro,  Mass. 

Sirs: 


1 herewith  sidmiit  the  annual  report  of  the  activities  of  the  Electrical 
Branch  of  the  Fire  Department  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1947. 

During  the  past  year,  five  of  our  alarm  boxes  have  been  placed  out  of 
service  by  being  struck  by  motor  vehicles.  Four  of  these  boxes  were  of  the 
underground  pedestal  type  and  in  all  cases  the  cost  of  replacement  was  taken  care 
of  by  the  insurance  companies. 

The  new  Fire  Station  in  Hebronville  was  officially  placed  in  service  on 
January  26th  and  at  this  time  1 ten  inch  and  1 six  inch  gongs,  one  Peerless 
register  and  one  automatic  light  switch  were  installed. 


New  Boxes  in  new  locations  were  installed  as  follows: 

332  Lincoln  Ave.  and  Roosevelt  St. 

331  Tanager  Road. 

624  Bishop  St.  and  Pike  Ave. 

625  Pike  Ave.  at  R.  R.  Bridge. 

626  Pike  Ave.,  So.  of  Bishop  St. 

627  Pike  Ave.  and  Steere  St. 

361  Standard  Plastics,  Water  St. 

327  Benefit  St. 

531  Linden  and  Birch  Sts. 

333  W'est  and  Clifton  Sts. 

622  Maynard  and  Forest  Sts. 

623  Bay  State  Optical  Company,  Maynard  St. 

Six  old  type  boxes  were  replaced  with  modern  boxes  as  follows: 

119  Pond  and  Leedham  Sts. 

115  Washington  and  Turner  Sts. 

122  Robinson  Ave.  and  Brown  St. 

12  ^Vest  and  Read  Sts. 

48  Maple  and  James  Sts. 

112  Washington  and  Brown  Sts. 

114  Washington  and  Mendon  Road. 

53  County  and  Third  Sts.  On  Pole). 

Box  851  was  moved  from  the  old  Bay  State  Optical  Company’s  plant  on 
Pine  Street  and  this  box  with  three  auxiliaries,  six  ten-inch  gongs,  a recti- 
fier, and  conduit  and  fittings  were  purchased  bv  this  department  for  the  sum 
of  $25.00. 
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A new  GO  ampere,  3 wire  service  was  installed  in  the  South  Attleboro  Fire 
Station,  the  cellar  rewired  and  a few  fixtures  installed.  A six-inch  tapper, 
lights  and  receptacle  was  installed  in  the  Police  Station.  A four  conductor  cable 
was  installed  underground  fiom  the  Police  Station  to  the  Central  Fire  Station 
for  the  purpose  of  connecting  the  polite  radio  transmitter  with  the  fire  de- 
partment transmitter  remote  control  station.  Several  new  tappers  have  been 
installed  and  old  ones  removed.  I'wo  new  ten-inch  gongs  were  connected  on  the 
main  floor  and  on  the  second  floor  of  the  Central  Station!  Because  of  the  fact 
that  the  lower  hell  striker  located  in  the  Hebronville  Methodist  Church  was 
worn  out  and  parts  were  no  longer  available  the  machine  was  removed  from 
the  system. 

This  department  installed  the  wiring  at  Capron  Park  for  use  in  the  Fourth 
of  July  celebration  anti  also  the  wiring  on  the  Common  at  Christmas. 

Funds  were  appropriated  in  December  for  the  purchase  of  a new  chassis 
for  our  line  truck.  An  International  KB  .5  chassis  was  obtained  and  taken  to 
Boston  with  the  old  truck  to  have  the  body,  winch  and  other  accessories  trans- 
ferred. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  many  changes  in  our  outside  lines  due  to 
the  Utilities  moving  and  re|)lacing  old  poles.  A new  line  was  constructed  on 
Bishop  Street.  Pike  Avenue  and  Pleasant  Streets.  The  Pleasant  St.  work  was  ilone 
to  conform  with  the  widening  of  the  highway.  New  lines  were  also  constructed 
on  Roosevelt  Street,  Tanager  Roatl,  Water  Street,  Benefit  Street,  West  Street, 
from  Berwick  Road  to  Clifton  and  on  Maynard  Street.  Miles  of  line  wire  have 
been  overhauled  and  slack  taken  out.  Crossarms  renewed  where  needed  and 
considerable  tree  trimming  l)een  accomplished.  About  one-half  of  the  alarm 
boxes  in  the  system  painted  and  all  boxes  were  checked,  cleaned  and  oiled. 
Ninety-eight  service  calls  and  Underwriter  tests  were  macle  on  the  private  boxes 
in  the  system.  Many  of  these  calls  were  necessary  because  of  leaks  or  changes 
in  the  sprinkler  systems  of  the  various  factories.  The  auxiliaries  of  these  sys- 
tems must  be  shut  off  before  any  work  may  be  done  to  avoid  false  alarms. 

Under  recommendations,  we  request  that  in  the  future  plans  be  drawn  up 
to  include  provisions  for  the  expansion  of  the  Alarm  System  to  correspond  with 
the  general  growth  of  the  city.  A new  building  to  house  the  Fire  Alarm  Office 
and  the  timing  of  the  system  should  be  speeded  up  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  National  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters.  All  old  type  interfering  boxes 
should  be  removed  from  the  system.  New  cables  sliould  be  installed  under- 
ground to  ct)nnect  the  outlying  fire  stations  with  the  center  and  to  insure  re- 
ception of  all  alarms  and  telephone  communications  in  time  of  severe  storms 
and  any  otlier  major  disasters.  At  the  present  time  we  do  not  have  sufficient 
facilities  to  handle  our  own  voice  communications  between  stations.  Only  re- 
cently the  South  Attleboro  station  was  cut  off  from  the  center  by  loss  of  phone 
service  due  to  a heavy  snow  and  sleet  storm. 

At  the  present  time  there  is  considerable  building  construction  started  in  the 
lower  County  and  Read  Street  areas  and  new  lines  and  boxes  should  be  con- 
structed and  installed  to  provide  proper  protection  to  this  section. 

Because  of  the  steady  growth  of  the  Fire  Alarm  System  we  request  that  an 
additional  full  time  man  be  assigned  to  this  department.  It  requires  consider- 
able time  to  teach  the  rudiments  of  fire  alarm  operation  and  maintenance  to 
a person  and  a man  could  be  learning  while  assisting  in  the  maintenance  of  the 
system,  1 here  is  sufficient  work  in  keeping  the  system  in  condition  to  warrant 
the  employment  of  a third  man. 

We  also  request  that  provision  be  made  for  the  replacement  of  the  small 
1936  model  car  used  by  this  department.  This  car  at  present  is  practically 
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worn  out  and  docs  not  warrant  any  fiirtlier  expenditures  to  keep  it  in  running 
condition. 

In  concluding  this  report,  we  wish  to  extend  our  thanks  to  the  Board  of 
Fire  Engineers,  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Fire  Department,  the  members  of 
the  Police  and  Public  ^^'orks  Departments  and  to  all  who  in  the  past  year  of 
1947  have  cooperated  in  the  successful  operation  of  this  department. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

William  S.  King, 

Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarm 
Attleboro  Fire  Department 


Report  of  Wire  Inspector 


1947  Expenditures  $523.40 

1948  Budget  525.00 


December  31,  1947 

To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor  and  the  Municipal  Council  of 
the  City  of  Attleboro,  Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

I herewith  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  ^Vire  Inspection  Department 
for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1947. 

During  the  past  year  permits  issued  and  number  of  inspections  made  were 


as  follow's: 

Appli- 

cations 

Per- 

mits 

Inspec- 

tions 

Re-Inspec- 

tions 

Totals 

Januarv  

31 

31 

60 

80 

202 

Februarv  

90 

90 

50 

67 

297 

March  

46 

46 

77 

103 

272 

April  

47 

47 

120 

160 

374 

May  

58 

58 

58 

77 

251 

June  

91 

91 

102 

136 

420 

July  

56 

56 

88 

117 

317 

August  

89 

89 

61 

82 

321 

September  

90 

90 

79 

103 

362 

October 

141 

141 

144 

192 

618 

November 

101 

101 

72 

96 

370 

December 

137 

137 

76 

101 

451 

Totals  

977 

977 

987 

1314 

4255 

During  the  past  vear  the  numerous  cases  of  wiring  regulations  having  been 
found  to  have  been  violated  and  the  persons  so  doing  have  been  prosecuted  ac- 
cording to  law'. 
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Uncier  State  I.aw  and  local  ordinance,  no  person  is  allowed  to  perform 
any  electrical  constrnctit)n  work,  whether  oiiginal  work  or  alterations,  without 
first  obtaining  from  the  elettrical  inspector  a written  permit  to  do  such  work 
and  he  must  he  licensed  hy  the  State  Board  of  I'xaminers  of  Fdectricians.  The 
use  of  exteusi()u  cords  and  un-aj)proved  electrical  devices  should  not  he  resortetl 
to  hy  anyone  under  any  circumstances.  .\ny  one  doing  so  immediately  exposes 
his  property  and  life  to  all  types  of  hazardous  conditions.  When  additional 
wiring  is  needed,  a reliable  licensed  electrician  should  he  calle<l  in. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  extend  my  sincere  thanks  to  is  Honor,  the  Mayor, 
the  Municipal  Council,  mend)ers  of  the  Police  and  Fire  Departments  and  all 
who  in  any  manner  contributed  their  assistance  toward  the  operation  of  this 
department  during  the  past  year. 

Respectfully, 

William  S.  King, 

Electrical  Inspector 


Report  of  Dog  Officer 

1947  Expenditures  .l^l  ,0.50.00 

1948  Budget  1,050.00 


January  1,  1948 

1 Dog  Sold 

66  Dogs  Boarded 
65  Dogs  Statutory 
325  Complaints  and  Investigations 
52  Dead  Dogs  Removed 

2 Dogs  Destroyed  for  other  reason 
2521  Miles  Performing  Duties 

1,809  Dog  Licensed 
One  Kennel  License — Fifty  Dollars 
Three  Kennel  Licenses — Twenty  Dollars 
Twelve  Kennel  Licenses — Ten  Dollars 


Antone  J.  Dias, 

Dog  Officer 
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Report  of  Park  Commission 


1947  Expenditures  328,560.62 

1948  Budget  30,307.70 


To  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners: 

Gentlemen: 

I herewith  submit  my  second  annual  report  as  Superintendent  of  Capron 
Park  covering  the  year  of  1947. 

Capron  Park  has  always  enjoyed  an  enviable  reputation  for  its  beauty.  The 
people  of  .Attleboro  can  take  just  pride  in  this.  It  is  my  desire  that  during  my 
years  as  Superintendent  this  reputation  may  not  only  be  maintained,  but  im- 
proved. 

A number  of  improvements  of  a permanent  nature  were  accomplished 
during  the  year.  Sixty  thousand  square  feet  at  the  rear  of  the  Newell  Shelter 
House  were  seeded.  Water  pipes  were  laid  at  the  time  to  furnish  water  during 
any  future  dry  spells.  A small  planting  of  rhododendrons  and  azaleas  was  made 
on  a corner  leading  to  the  Shelter  House. 

The  major  project  of  the  year  was  cleaning  the  duck  pond  of  mud  and  de- 
bris that  had  accumulated  over  a period  of  years.  light  layer  of  clean  gravel 
was  placed  on  the  bottom.  Mr.  Chase,  the  game  warden  of  this  district,  esti- 
mated that  he  removed  15,000  hornpout  from  the  pond,  and  these  were 
dumped  into  Norton  Reservoir  for  future  fishing. 

This  project  was  done  in  a race  with  the  weather  which  made  it  necessary 
for  someone  to  be  on  the  job  twenty-four  hours  a day.  Trucks  and  a shovel 
were  furnished  by  Mr.  Mawney,  Superintendent  of  Public  ^Vorks.  This  en- 
abled us  to  reduce  the  cost  to  the  City  by  almost  one-thind  the  amount  re- 
quired to  hire  the  work  done  by  a private  contractor.  The  men  of  the  Public 
Works  Department  who  worked  on  the  job  took  a strong  personal  interest  in 
seeing  it  well  done.  I cannot  overestimate  the  value  of  the  interest  on  the  part 
of  these  men  in  accomplishing  the  job  in  the  length  of  time  taken. 

Memorial  Bridge  was  improved  by  the  seeding  of  twenty  thousand  square 
feet  and  setting  out  of  some  shrubs.  Mr.  Lester  Nerney  bought  three  weeping 
willow  trees  to  help  in  this  landscaping.  I would  like  to  express  my  gratitude 
to  him  for  his  generosity. 

The  Common,  Angell  Park,  and  the  different  squares  were  maintained  and 
improved  by  fertilizing  and  seeding. 

Three  cages  in  the  Zoo  were  re-wired.  The  remaining  cages  would  have 
been  done  but  the  wire  was  not  available. 

1 he  Casino  was  painted  and  a new  floor  put  in  the  toilet.  The  heatfhg 
system  was  repaired  with  the  idea  in  mind  that  the  Casino  concession  might 
run  through  the  winter.  The  Jewelry  City  Band  was  unable  to  find  a hall 
in  which  to  practise  and  was  allowed  to  use  the  upper  floor  of  the  Casino. 

Three  hundred  and  twenty  feet  of  water  pipe  was  laid  to  make  water  avail- 
able for  the  ball  players  and  for  watering  the  baseball  diamond. 
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The  playground  and  pool  were  very  well  attended  and  the  children  were 
most  co-operative,  d'hree  new  pieces  of  ])layground  etjuipment  was  installed 
and  the  children  seemed  to  enjoy  them  very  much.  The  playground  was  under 
the  supervision  of  Miss  Norma  Nickerson  and  Mr.  Rol)ert  Perry.  They  took  a 
great  tleal  of  interest  in  their  work  and  co-operated  with  me  at  all  times. 

d'he  hall  field  was  in  continuous  use — days,  nights,  and  Sundays — and 
brought  a great  number  of  fans  to  tlie  games.  Many  of  tliesc  stayefl  after  the 
games  to  visit  the  grounds  and  the  /oo. 

As  always,  the  Zoo  drew  many  visitors,  not  only  from  Attleboro  but  from 
surrounding  towns.  Many  of  these  visitors  took  time  to  express  their  appre- 
ciation of  the  Park  and  Zoo. 

d'he  Baiifl  Concerts  furnished  l>y  the  Jewelry  City  Band  were  exceptiorially 
well  attended  and  received  with  enthusiasm.  Two  free  concerts  were  given  to 
the  City.  Idiese  were  paid  for  by  funds  made  available  by  the  Musicians’ 
Union.  This  made  a total  of  eight  concerts  for  the  year.  Miss  Dorothy  Neibahr 
and  Mr.  James  H.  Sullivan  were  the  vocalists  and  were  very  well  applauded. 

Costs  of  operation  have  increased  in  all  departments  and  the  Park  De- 
partment is  no  exception  to  this.  The  total  budget  for  1947  was  $28,811.60. 
This  was  divided  as  follows: 


Salary  and  Wages  

Other  Expenses  

The  Salary  and  4V'ages  Account  was  spent  as  follows: 

Capron  Park 

Zoo  

Common  

-\ngell  Park  

.Memorial  Bridge  

Nursery — City  Infirmary  

Johnson-Morin,  Fiske,  Hebronville,  West  Street  Squares 


$18,946.60 

9,865.00 


$11,419.36 

3,739.03 

1,635.12 

633.44 

772.65 

383.65 
363.35 


$18,946.60 


The  Other  Expenses  account  as  set  up  in  the  Budget  was  for  $7,730.00  which 
included  $250  for  Gasoline  Dispensary  Account.  An  additional  $1,200  was  ap- 
propriated for  Cleaning  the  Pond.  .$500  was  received  from  the  Capron  Fund 
for  playground  equipment  and  $360  was  received  from  the  Stone  Fund  for 
band  concerts.  ,$75  was  also  received  from  the  Margaret  Spangler  Park  Fund: 
This  was  spent  as  follows: 


Capron  Park 
Zoo 

Common 
Angell  Park 
Memorial  Bridge 
City  Infirmary  Nursery 
Squares  


$6,871.91 

1,783.76 

466.54 

323.91 

202.56 

107.22 

108.12  $9,864.02 


A further  breakdown  of  expenditures  for  this  department  is  shown  in  the 
report  of  the  City  Auditor. 

I would  like  to  make  the  following  recommendations  for  the  coming  year: 
Replacement  of  the  tennis  courts. 

Purchase  of  a new  mowing  machine  to  replace  our  seven-year  old  machine. 
Oiling  of  the  roads  through  the  Park  which  has  not  been  clone  for  ten  years. 
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Sliingling  of  tlie  Newell  Shelter  House  and  the  Rand  Stand.  The  tile  roof  of 
the  Newell  Shelter  House  has  been  considerably  damaged  by  stones  and 
should  he  repaired  before  it  begins  to  leak  and  rots  the  roof. 

I wish  to  extend  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  men  who  worked  for  me  this  past 
year,  [ heir  untiring  efforts  have  been  a source  of  satisfaction  to  me  and  have 
helped  make  my  work  a pleasure. 

I wish  also  to  thank  Mayor  O’Neil  and  the  Municipal  Council  for  their 
understanding  of  the  problems  I have  faced.  Chief  Mowry  and  the  men  of  the 
Fire  Department  for  their  assistance  in  pumping  the  pond  and  replacing  the 
flag  pole  lines;  Chief  Marion  and  the  men  of  his  Department  for  the  wonderful 
job  of  handling  traffic  at  hand  concerts,  hall  games  and  Fourth  of  July;  Mr. 
Mawney,  Superintendent  of  Public  WAirks,  Russell  Tennant  and  the  men  of  the 
I’uhlic  \Vorks  Department  for  their  assistance  whenever  it  was  needed. 

I wish  to  express  my  appreciation  and  gratitude  to  Mr.  Stone,  Mr.  Wolfen- 
den  and  ^^r.  Sadler,  members  of  the  Park  Commission  for  their  trust  in  me  and 
their  co-operation  with  me. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Robert  W.  Sharkey, 

Superintendent 


Report  of  City  Forester 


1947  Expenditures  $9,523.95 

1948  Budget  14,070.80 


To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council; 

Gentlemen: 

I herewith  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Forestry  Department  for  the 
year  ending  December  31,  1947. 

The  Forestry  Department  has  been  active  in  the  following  routine  duties: 

1 —  Removing  of  dangerous  limbs  along  the  highway. 

2 —  Extermination  of  the  tent  caterpillar  and  gypsy  moth  by  de- 
st roving  the  nests  and  by  later  spraying. 

3 —  Roadside  brush  cutting. 

Being  alert  to  the  seriousness  of  the  Dutch  elm  disease,  special  attention 
has  been  directed  along  this  line.  Although  this  disease  has  been  reported  in 
the  neighboring  communities,  Attleboro  has  not  yet  been  affected.  Frequent 
inspection  of  all  elm  trees  is  imperative  and  this  department  is  prepared  to  take 
the  necessary  steps  if  the  fungus  is  discovered  within  the  limits. 

It  is  gratifving  to  have  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  members  of  the  Mu- 
nicipal Council  give  their  eiicouragement  and  approval  of  the  proposed  ten- 
vear  program  of  tree  planting.  This  plan,  whereby  at  least  fifty  trees  are 
jdanted  each  year,  will  do  much  to  improve  the  attractiveness  and  beauty  of 
the  Community. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Warren  P.  Hofmann, 

Acting  City  Forester 
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1947  Expenditures  $536,001.36 

1948  Budget  593,745.00 

Report  of  School  Committee 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE,  1947 

Term  Expires  January 

IVillian  A.  Nerney,  50  Lanager  Road  1950 

1 liomas  G.  Sadler,  Jr..  30  Allretl  Street  1950 

Mrs,  Pearl  Briggs,  7 North  Main  Street 1950 

\’ictor  G.  \’aughan,  173  County  Street 1950 

Henry  Crowther,  34  Tyler  Street  1950 

Dr.  Anderson  Briggs,  28  Claflin  Street 1952 

Mrs.  Olive  Keeler,  206  Berwick  Road 1952 

Mrs.  Deborah  Richardson,  303  Bank  Street 1952 

Mrs.  Alice  Stobljs,  63  Bank  Street 1952 

ORGANIZATION 

■William  A.  Nerney Chairman 

Mrs.  Alice  Stohbs  Secretary 

AVilliam  A.  Nerney  Representative  before  Municipal  Council 

STANDING  COMMITTEES 
Teachers  and  Course  of  Study 

Mr.  Nerney  Mrs.  Stohbs  Mrs.  Briggs 

Textbooks  and  Supplies 

Mrs.  Richardson  Mrs.  Keeler 

Buildings 

Mr.  Crowther  Mr.  Vaughan  Mr.  Sadler 

Finance 

Mr.  Nerney  Mr.  Crowther  Dr.  Briggs 

Athletic  Advisory  Committee 
Mrs.  Briggs 

Regular  meetings,  first  and  third  Mondays  of  each  month  at  7:30  p.m. 

All  hills  to  he  acted  on  must  l>e  submitted  in  duplicate  and  he  in  the  hands 
of  the  Clerk  of  the  Committee,  Superintendent’s  Office,  before  the  thinl  of  each 
month  in  order  to  he  paid  on  the  fifteenth  of  that  month. 
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Superintendent  of  Schools 
Richard  A.  Martin 


Office:  Sanford  Street  Telephones:  12  and  42 

Residence:  251  W illow  Street,  Mansfield,  Massachusetts  Telephone  Mansf.  514-J 
The  Superintendent’s  Office  is  open  on  school  days  from  8:30  to  5:00, 
Saturday  8:30  to  11:30. 


Clerks 


Hilda  R.  LaPalme  61  Hebron  Avenue 

Jessie  C.  Ford  37  Prospect  Street 

Eileen  R.  Polesfka 109  Holmes  Road,  No.  Attleboro 


School  Physician 


Dr.  Herbert  G.  \’aughan 19  Bank  Street 

Telephone  685  AV 

School  Nurse 

Mrs.  Dorothy  B.  ^\’endell,  R.  N 90  Locust  Street 

I'elephones:  Office  42  Residence:  940-W 

Office  Hours:  Superintendent’s  Office  Building 
8:00-9:00  on  school  days 

School  Dentist 

Dr.  \\  . E.  l urner 61  Park  Street 


Attendance  Officer 
and 

Custodian  of  School  Buildings 

James  F.  Forrest 

Telephones:  Office  42 


58  Benefit  Street 
Residence:  1387 


SCHOOL  CALENDAR 

First  Term — Friday,  Sept.  5 to  Tuesday,  Dec.  23,  1947. 

Second  rerm — Monday,  January  5 to  Friday,  February  20,  1948. 

Third  derm — ^^onday,  March  1 to  Friday,  April  16,  1948. 

Fourth  Term — Monday,  April  26  to  Wednesday,  June  23,  1948. 

SCHOOL  SESSIONS 

High  School — One  session,  from  8:12  to  1:40  with  a recess  of  twenty-five  minutes. 

Briggs  Corner — 8:45  to  11:45  and  12:30  to  2:30. 

Finberg — 9:00  to  11:45  and  1:00  to  3:15. 

IJncoln — 8:45  to  11:45  and  12:45  to  2:45. 

AVashington — 9:00  to  11:45  and  1:00  to  3:15. 

CTammar  and  Primary  Schools — Morning  sessions  from  9:00  to  11:45.  Afternoon 
sessions  from  1:15  to  3:30.  Grade  1 closes  fifteen  minutes  earlier  than  the 
other  grades. 

Richardson  and  ^Villett  Kindergartens — Morning  sessions  from  9:00  to  11:30. 
Afternoon  sessions  from  1:15  to  3:15. 

Washington  Kindergarten — Morning  session  from  9:00  to  11:30.  Afternoon 
session  from  1:00  to  3:00. 
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NO  SCHOOL  SIGNALS 
(Adopted  Decern l)er  19,  1945) 

Four  double  strokes  on  the  fire  alarm  2-2-2-2 
7:15  a.m.  No  school  for  the  high  school. 

7:45  a.m.  No  morning  session  for  grades  below  the  high  school. 

11:15  a.m.  One  session  for  all  grades  below  the  high  school  dismissed — 1:00  p.m. 
12:15  p.m.  No  afternoon  session  for  all  grades  below  tlie  high  school. 

I he  signals  will  be  given  at  7:45  a.m.  and  12:15  p.m.  only  in  very  severe  weather. 

WEAN  and  WBZ  will  broadcast  No  School  announcements  in  the  morning  be- 
tween 7:00  and  8:00  and  11:00  and  12:00  M. 

COST  OF  INSTRUCTION 

Valuation  of  Attleboro,  1947 $31,011,700.00 

4'ax  rate  per  $1,000,  1947 $36.80 

Expended  for  support  of  schools,  excluding  Vocational  School $475,523.44 

.\verage  membership  of  day  schools,  September  1946-June  1947 3094 

Expended  per  pupil  based  on  average  membership $153.40 

Cost  of  books  and  supplies  per  pupil ,$4.70 

Hig}}  School 

Total  expended  for  High  School,  including  High  School  share  of 

general  expense  $136,481.36 

.Average  membership  of  High  School,  1946-1947 669 

Cost  per  pupil  $204.00 

Cost  of  books  and  supplies  per  pupil  $9.61 

Elementary  Schools 

Total  Expended  $269,344.38 

.A\erage  membership  2425 

Cost  per  pupil  ,S  139.81 

Cost  of  books  and  supplies  per  pupil  $6.00 
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1947  Expenditures  $17,275.37 

1948  Budget  20,410.00 


Report  of  Sturdy  Hospital 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  MANAGERS 


January  19,  1948 

To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council, 
and  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Attleborough  Hospital: 

Our  report  of  the  35th  year  of  operating  the  Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital 
must  needs  follow  the  pattern  of  those  of  similar  institutions  in  these  abnormal 
times. 

We  continue  to  deal  in  superlatives — the  most  patients,  the  most  income 
and,  unfortunately,  by  far  the  most  expense. 

The  number  of  patients  admitted — 5127 — increased  almost  16%  over  1946 — 
including  out-patients  the  number  was  9072  and  the  daily  average  has  increased 
in  TWO  years  from  90  to  112.87.  Our  service  to  surrounding  towns  is  indicated 
by  the  fact  that  approximately  four  out  of  every  ten  patients  admitted  come 
from  outside  the  Attleboros. 

Our  operating  deficit  for  the  year  was  $25,214.08,  materially  reduced  by 
generous  contributions  toward  this  deficit  from  business  concerns  located  in  the 
communities  which  we  serve.  The  total  of  these  contributions  at  the  time  of 
closing  our  books  rvas  ,$17,500  with  the  assurance  of  more  to  come  at  the  end 
of  the  fiscal  year  of  some  concerns  who  have  helped  us  liberally  in  the  past. 

The  addition  to  our  capital  funds  in  the  past  year  of  $7,611.37,  while  not  so 
large  as  in  the  previous  years,  was  gratefully  received  and  we  are  heartened  by 
the  knowledge  that  we  will  receive,  probably  during  the  current  year,  some  sub- 
stantial amounts  from  estates  now  in  process  of  being  settled. 

The  laundry  building  was  completed  and  equipped  in  1947  at  the  un- 
warranted cost  of  .$50,933.95,  far  in  excess  of  the  estimate  of  some  two  years  ago, 
but  in  keeping  with  the  present  day  sky-high  building  costs. 

Substantial  changes  and  improvements  are  now  under  way  in  our  maternity 
wing  which  will  result  in  better  service  and  increased  capacity  vitally  needed 
in  this  department  which  has  increased  its  pre-war  delivery  of  babies  from  644 
to  1182! 

In  the  deaths  of  Dr.  Joshua  \\\  Clarke  and  Dr.  John  .A.  Reese,  which  occurred 
last  year,  both  the  community  and  the  hospital  suffered  a grievous  loss.  Both 
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had  been  members  of  the  staff  since  the  bos})ital  was  opened  in  1913  and  both 
were  notal)ly  efficient  in  their  respective  fields  of  obstetrics  anti  surgery.  Me- 
morial funds  have  been  contributed  for  the  purpose  of  buying  equipment  for 
the  particular  departments  in  which  they  were  interested  totalling  at  the  year 
end  $688.92  for  the  Clarke  Fund,  $820.00  for  the  Reese  Fund. 

Contrary  to  the  experieiice  of  many  hospitals  who  have  l)een  compelled 
to  curtail  and,  in  some  instances,  close  some  portions  of  their  institution  and 
limit  their  acceptance  to  emergency  cases,  we  ha\e  been  able  to  maintain  ser- 
vices even  in  excess  of  our  bed  capacity,  at  times  having  had  to  put  patients 
in  the  sun  parlors  of  both  the  surgical  and  maternity  buildings. 

Our  staffs,  administrati\e,  professional,  nursing  and  service — have  function- 
ed effectively  under  trying  circumstances.  Our  thanks  gf)  to  them  as  well  as  to  the 
individuals  and  organizations  who  have  given  us  helpful  assistance  in  a difficult 
year. 

Below  we  record  the  amounts  cxpentled  for  the  1947  appropriation  and  an 
estimate  of  our  needs  for  1948. 

Board  of  Managers, 

Attleborough  Hospital,  Inc. 
Operating  Sturdy  Memorial 
Hospital  for  the  City  of  Attleboro 

Harold  F.  Sweet,  Chairman 
C.  Wallace  Cederberg 
Victor  R.  Glencross 
William  J.  Luther 
Samuel  M.  Stone 
Edwin  A.  Thayer 


Members  Ex-offido,  1947 
Francis  J.  O’Neil,  Mayor 
\Villiam  J.  Marshall,  City  Treasurer 
James  A.  Freeman 

President  Municipal  Council 


Appropriated 

Expended  Requested 

1947 

1947 

1948 

Water 

$1,000.00 

$1,139.75 

$1,200.00 

Insurance 

1,675.00 

1,822.46 

3,025.00 

Hydrant 

60.00 

60.00 

60.00 

Fuel  and  Light  

14,450.00 

14,162.79 

16,100.00 

Treasurer’s  Bond 

25.00 

25.00 

25.00 

.$17,210.00 

$17,210.00 

.$20,410.00 
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Report  of 


Inspector  of  Buildings 


1947  Expenditures  S700.00 

1948  Budget  700.00 


I herewith  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Building  Inspector  for  the  year 
1947,  and  such  recommendations  considered  necessary  for  the  continued  growth 
of  our  city. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 

I recommend  that  a committee  be  named  to  revise  the  Building  Ordinances. 
Phis  has  not  been  done  since  1941  and  at  present  conflict  with  the  Zoning  Ordi- 
nances, and  does  not  include  the  uses  of  new  materials  lately  developed  for  the 
building  trades.  I suggest  that  the  committee  consist  of  an  engineer  and  two 
local  contractors.  If  favorable,  this  revision  be  effected  before  spring  building. 

I recommend  that  a new  typewriter  and  adding  machine  be  purchased. 


APPROPRIATION 


Salary  of  Inspector  S700.00 

General  Expense,  printing,  office,  etc. 100.00 

Typewriter  and  adding  machine 400.00 


Total  SI, 200.00 


REPORT 

Total  number  of  permits  issued  559,  amounting  to  $1,300,420,  which  was  a 
gain  of  over  1946  of  120  permits  and  $149,623. 

Paid  to  the  City  Treasurer  .$559.00. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


Joseph  O.  Mowry, 

Acting  Building  Inspector 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


Report  of  Public  Works  Department 

1947  Expenditures  $204,048.98 

1948  Budget  363,785.50 


To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Honorable  Municipal  Council: 

Gentlemen: 

Follorving  is  a brief  summary  of  some  of  the  work  accomplished  this  year: 
36,327  gallons  of  tar  and  49,961  gallons  of  ashphalt  placed  on  our  streets;  over 
1750  feet  of  drainage  pipe  together  with  the  necessary  structures  was  installed; 
4932  sq.  yds.  of  granolithic  walks  and  drives  rvere  placed  by  contractor;  5356  lin. 
ft.  of  new  granite  curbing  was  set;  1214  lin.  ft.  of  curbing  reset;  also  114  drive- 
way corners  set  by  contractor. 

660  ft.  of  caltle  guard  fence  and  concrete  posts  were  placed  this  year  which 
provides  much  needed  j:)rotection  to  the  public.  The  concrete  posts  were  made 
Ijy  onr  own  force  during  inclement  weather  in  the  winter  months. 

E\ery  year  ^\’e  mention  that  it  was  a peak  year  in  water  consumption  and 
revenue  received  from  same,  but  agaiii  this  year  considerable  more  water  was 
used:  771, .502, 000  gallons  were  pumped  from  the  ^Vest  Street  Station,  which  is 
an  increase  of  7%  over  1946  the  daily  a\erage  being  2,114,000  gallons. 

4289.6  feet  of  new  water  pipe  extensions  were  placed  during  the  fiscal  year.  Two 
new  fire  services  were  installeil,  35  service  replacements,  and  99  new  services 
placed,  showing  that  more  new  homes  have  been  built  this  year. 

4 he  1946  Public  5\V>rks  annual  report  recorded  the  fact  that  Thomas 

4Vorcester,  Inc.,  our  consulting  engineers,  submitted  a preliminary  report 
for  additional  water  supply.  This  report  was  accepted  during  the  early 

part  of  the  year  and  an  appropriation  was  provided  for  same.  Plan  work, 
field  survys,  and  test  borings  ha\e  followed  along  during  the  year  so  that  in 
the  early  part  of  1948,  actual  work  on  the  contracts  for  new  walls  and  equipment 
will  proceed. 

In  .August  of  this  year  the  Avater  situation  was  most  acute.  ^\4thin  a period 
of  le.ss  than  a week,  ten  test  wells  that  had  previously  been  driven  were  hooked 
together,  a city  pump  was  installed,  1000  feet  of  8 inch  pipe  was  placed  and  this 
supply  became  a\ailable,  alle\iating  a most  serious  situation. 

Earh  in  the  year,  a council  approval  of  plans  and  estimates  for  new  Sludge 
Beds  and  pumping  equipment  at  the  Sewer  Beds  by  Thomas  4Vorcester,  Inc., 
was  made  with  an  appropriation  for  same. 

Much  work  has  been  done  on  this  project  and  the  present  status  is  such 
that  bids  for  equipment  and  installation  will  be  called  for  early  next  year. 

Ehe  department  is  much  pleased  in  receiving  three  pieces  of  new  equipment 
this  year. 

catch  basin  cleaner  called  an  Elgin  “Eductor”  was  early  received,  this 
ecjuipment  was  mounted  on  one  of  our  reconditioned  trucks  and  has  already 
proved  its  worth  in  speeding  this  type  of  work  so  sadly  neglected  in  the  past 
years. 
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An  Internaiional  5 ton  truck,  with  a (lump  l)0(ly,  has  also  proven  its  worth 
in  the  usual  kind  of  work  for  such  ecpiipmeni  and  esj)ecially  as  a snow  plow 
unit. 

Late  in  the  fall,  we  received  the  new  ^4  yd.  “Koehring”  shovel.  This  is 
a diesel  unit  and  while  it  was  rather  late  for  onr  scheduled  work,  its  value  will 
he  appreciated  in  the  following  seasons. 

I'he  Statistical  records  follow. 

In  conclusion  1 wish  to  express  my  fnll  appreciation  to  His  Honor  the  Mayor, 
the  ineml>ers  of  the  Municipal  Council,  Department  Heads,  the  Press,  and  all 
members  of  the  Pid)lic  W^orks  Department  for  their  co-operation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

R.  \\\  Mawney, 

Superintendent  Public  Works 


ROAD  CONSTRUCTION-STREETS  ACCEPTED  IN  1947 


Name 

Crossman  Ave. 
Carpenter  St. 

Cedar  St. 

Chestnut  St. 

Brook  St.  Extension 
V'erndale  Ave. 


(Not  Ccmipleted) 

Description 
N.  of  Holden  St. 

Hazel  St.  to  Martin  St. 
Lhacher  St.  to  Chestnut  St. 
County  St.  to  Thacher  St. 
Falmouth  St.  to  Maynard  St. 
Bushee  St.  700’  Southerly 


Length 

900’ 

200’ 

240’ 

640’ 

256’ 

700’ 


Total 


2936’ 


RECONSTRITCTION  OF  OILED  GRAVEL  ROADWAY  STREETS 


Name 

Description 

Length 

Sq.  Yds. 

Perry  Ave. 

Pleasant 

550’ 

2444 

Veerv  Road 

Bank  St.  to  North  Main  St. 

1370’ 

6850 

Bank  St. 

Holden  St.  to  Claflin  St. 

300’ 

1033 

Holden  St. 

280’  East  of  Bank  St. 

280’ 

965 

James  St. 

Maple  St.  to  Orange  St. 

600’ 

1740 

Mulberry  St. 

James  St.  to  Parker  St. 

300’ 

866 

East  St. 

George  St.  to  Brook  St. 

981’ 

4360 

Phillips  St. 

Bridge  St.  to  County  St. 

3800’ 

17000 

Read  St. 

Hebron  Mill  1220’  \Vesterly 

1220’ 

3390 

Read  St. 

North  of  Sumner  Farm 

450’ 

1300 

Bridge  St. 

Phillips  St.  to  Knight  Ave. 

320’ 

930 

E.  Bacon  St. 

Washington  St.  to  Longfellow  St. 

824’ 

3662 

Birch  St. 

Linden  St.  to  Cherry  St. 

200’ 

890 

Riverside  Ave 

S.  Main  St.  to  Chester  St. 

1250’ 

6250 

Totals 


12,455’ 


51,680 
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DRAINAGE  PIPE  LINE  CONSTRUCTION 
Robert  Street  Olive  St.  to  \V.  of  Summer  St. 

Riverside  Ave.  Chester  to  Short  St. 


Riverside  Ave.  S.  Main  to  Ten  Mile  River 

brook  St.  Extension  .At  Falmouth  St. 


Pipe 

22’  — 10” 
633’  — 12” 
20’  — 15” 
740’  — 12” 
145’  — 10” 
40’  _ 12” 
128’  — 10” 
22’  — 10” 


C,RANOLITHIC  SIDFAVALKS,  GRANITE  CURB  AND  COBBLE  EDGESTONE 

Granolithic  sidewalks  and  drives  placed  by  contractor 

Jeremiah  Simoneau  4,931.66  Sq.  Yds. 

Granite  Curbing  placed  by  Contractor, 

Jeremiah  Simoneau  5,355.57  Ft. 

Circle  Curb  placed  l)y  Contractor, 

Jeremiah  Simoneau  159.95  Ft. 

Granite  Curbing  reset  by  Contractor, 

Jeremiah  Simoneau  1,213.75  Ft. 

Driveway  Corners  set  by  Contractor, 

Jeremiah  Simoneau  114. 


BRIDGES,  FENCES  AND  CULVERTS 
(Cable  Guard  Fence  and  Concrete  Post  Set) 


Name  Description  Length 

County  Street  At  7 Mile  River  Bridge  360’ 

Bacon  Street  .At  Cranberry  Pond  300’ 

Total  660’ 


SEWER  CONNECTIONS 


Total  Connections — Jan.  1,  1947 

2071 

Buildings  served 

2283 

Connections  added  during  1947 

33 

33 

Totals 

2104 

Total  miles  of  sewer — 39.15 

2316 

STREET  LIGHTING 

Street  Lights  placed  during  1947:  6 — 100  C.  P. 

1 — 100  C.  P.  (replacing  100  C.  P.) 


Number  and  kind  of  lights  in  use  December  31,  1947: 


Kind 

Number 

Cost 

1000  C.P. 

59 

$92.00  each 

Sunset  to  11:30  P.M. 

1000  C.P. 

34 

108.00  each 

All  night  lights 

1000  C.P.  U/G 

1 

85.00  each 

All  night  lights 

250  C.P. 

69 

35.00  each 

All  night  lights 

100  C.P. 

1295 

18.00  each 

All  night  lights 

03 
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HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT 


Comparison  of  •Itemizcfl  Figures  for 


1920 

1945 

1946 

Labor  

(Total  cost  including  labor) 

Resurfacing  

$13,8,50.45 

.$7,102.77 

$7,529.32 

Drains  Maintenance  

1 ,556.53 

839.96 

2,489.46 

Street  Sweeping 

2,611.32 

422.85 

1,965.96 

Street  Patching  

9,572.84 

4,495.79 

8,001.24 

Street  Cleaning 

7,998.46 

1,444.57 

7,657.12 

Sidewalk  Maintenance  

5,142.73 

111.15 

575.91 

Road  Rollers 

1 ,757.95 

90.66 

115.77 

Highway  Auto  Maintenance 

726.70 

Road  Oil  and  Tar 

22,188.37 

4,067.68 

7,931.31 

Bridges,  Fences  and  Culverts 

608.04 

7,193.03 

3,233.93 

Crushers 

185.42 

7.46 

Ten  Mile  River  and  Thacher 

Brook 

711.26 

69.69 

126.18 

Insurance 

2,062.41 

1,127.97 

1,622.36 

Rent — Maynard  Street  Land 

69.60 

Vacations 

393.28 

994.00 

1,451.15 

Signs,  Clock  and  Numbers 

344.00 

156.77 

121.44 

Phones  

190.98 

205.38 

Incidentals 

49.02 

51.22 

Snow  and  Ice 

11,073.23 

11,811.44 

7,829.76 

Unexpended  Balance  of  1919 

Appropriation  

19,981.13 

Deferred  Barn,  Stone  and 

Gravel  Charges  

955.95 

Crosswalks  

222.11 

Care  of  Common  

335.85 

Express,  Freight,  etc. 

349.65 

$102,697.28 

.$40,175.79 

$50,907.51 

New  Equipment  

3,665.80 

7,718.36 

17,016.94 

(Listed  as  Machinery, 

Tools,  etc.,  1920) 

Repair  Division  

8,000.00 

9,000.00 

(Paid  by  Special  Accounts 
in  1920) 

Totals  * $106,363.08  $55,894.15  $76,924.45 

* These  totals  include  Sidewalks  and  Curbing. 


1947 

$75,428.89 
.$7,110.86 
1,384.19 
1,382.15 
3,499.60 
594.46 
1 ,000.00 
98.95 

6,338.21 

758.88 


146.85 

2,858.14 


641.29 

253.06 

65.85 

1,390.32 


$102,951.70 

31,363.57 

9,900.00 


$144,215.27 
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NFAV  SER\’ICES— 1947 


Length 

Cost-Main 

Cost -St. 

in 

to 

Line 

Total 

Size 

Number  Feet 

St.  Line 

to  House 

Cost 

3/4 -inch 

92  6,120’  7” 

S3,698.03* 

S2,404.06* 

S6.102.09 

1-inch 

4 278’11” 

192.37 

171.68 

364.05 

1 V4-inch 

1 7’ 

44.84 

44.84 

1 1/2 -inch 

1 22’ 

35.82 

20.42 

56.24 

2-inch 

1 31’ 

77.86 

30.94 

108.80 

6-inch 

2 29’  6” 

Fire  Service 

546.23 

546.23 

Totals 

101  6,489’ 

S4.048.92 

S3.1 73.33 

S7, 222.25 

’Difference  in  cost  due  to  owners  ( 

ligging  trench  from 

street  line  to 

house. 

SERMCE  REPLACEMENTS— 1947 

Length 

Cost-Main 

Cost  St. 

in 

to 

Line 

Total 

Size 

Number  Feet 

St.  Line 

to  House 

Cost 

♦A-18  714‘  8” 

ST265.81 

S294.51 

SI. 560.32 

%-in 

31  ’B-  1 

*C-12 

1 1/4 -in. 

1 *C-  1 106’  6” 

36.25 

59.88 

96.13 

2-in. 

3 *C-  3 80’  6” 

20U53 

159.00 

360.53 

Totals 

35  901’  8” 

SI  .503.59 

S5 13.39 

$2,016.98 

*A- 

-Services  replaced  from  Main 

to  street  line. 

’B- 

-Services  replace  1 from  street 

line  to  house. 

’C- 

-Services  replaced  from  Main 

to  house. 

HYDRANTS 

Total  number  of  hvdrants  12/31/47 — 730. 


^VATER  MAIN  LINE  EXTENSIONS— 1947 


6’  P>re  8'  Pipe  10*  Pipe 

Baltic  Street  101.8’ 

Booth  Avenue  191.3’ 

Carlton  Street  1107.5’ 

Dale  Avenue  64’ 

Dewey  Avenue  302’ 

Gardner  Avenue  96’ 

Harding  Avenue  65.8’ 

Kendall  Street  242’ 

Locust  Street  320’ 

Lonsdale  Avenue  No.  1 — (Bacon  St.  northerly)  366’ 

Lonsdale  Avenue  No.  2 — i Kendall  St.  southerly) 152.7’ 

Oak  Hill  Avenue  (Reholx)th  End)  265.5’ 

Revnolds  Avenue  53’ 

Riverside  Avenue  348’ 

Slade  Avenue  501’ 

\'erndale  Avenue  No.  1,  No.  2 113’ 


Totals  2862.1’  1107.5’  320’ 

1947  Main  Line  Extensions  4289.6’ 

Total  Mains  83.93  Miles 
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I'UMPINC;  RECORDS—! 947 
Electric  and  Snow  1‘innps,  South  Attlelioro 
Totals  per  Month 


Month 

Hours 

Kilowatt 

Pumping  Hours  Used 

Gallons  Pumped 
Venturi  Meters 

January 

474 

hrs.  40  min. 

48,940 

63,496,000 

February 

405 

hrs, 

64,550 

57,156,000 

March 

451 

hrs.  35  min. 

71,740 

63,308,000 

April 

441 

hrs.  40  min. 

69,970 

61,802,000 

May 

444 

hrs.  15  min. 

70,720 

62,759,000 

June 

442 

hrs.  50  min. 

69,730 

61,616,000 

July 

467 

hrs. 

73,560 

66,155,000 

August 

499 

hrs.  5 min. 

77,620 

71,052,000 

September 

476 

hrs.  25  min. 

73,910 

65,289,000 

October 

572 

hrs.  50  min. 

83,590 

68,795,000 

November 

511 

hrs.  25  min. 

76,290 

64,771,000 

December 

466 

hrs.  45  min. 

73,530 

65,303,000 

Totals 

5,653, 

hrs.  30  min. 

854,150 

771,502,000 

Daily  average  for  the  year — 15  hrs.  24  min 

Maximum  amount  pumped — Day— August  14,  1947 
Minimum  amount  pumped — Day — January  19,  1947 
Minimum  amount  pumped — Week — August  10-16, 

1947  

2.114.000  gals. 

2.923.000  gals. 

. 1,400,000  gals. 

. 17,394,000  gals. 

PORTABLE  GASOLINE  PUMP— 1947 


Pumping  Water  from  Orr’s  Pond  Back  on  Filter  Beds 


Month 

January 

July 

August 

October 

November 

Totals 


Number  of  Days 
2 
12 
6 
7 
2 
29 


Gallons 
1 ,450,000 
24,029,815 
6,494,425 
5,183,600 
5,000,550 
42,158,390 


(Recorded  ;it  Soutli  Atllehoro  I’mnping  Statiori) 
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EXFENDriURES_1947— PUBLIC  WORKS  DEPARTMENT 
Charges  to  December  31,  1947 

Cei^eral  Administration — 

Superinienclent’s  Salary  $4,000.00 

Asst.  Engineers’  Salary,  etc.  9,l05.7r) 

Clerical  Labor  6,148.18 

Engineering  Supplies  L57.58 

Office  Supplies  203.44 

Insurance  39.88 

Telephone  106.10 

Incidentals  18.00 

.$19,778.93 

• 

Highicay  Dwision — 

Labor  $75,428.89 

Resurfacing  7,1 10.86 

Drains  1,384.19 

Street  Sweeping  1,382.15 

Street  Patching  3,499.60 

Street  Cleaning  594.46 

Sidewalk  Maintenance  1,000.00 

Road  Rollers  98.95 

Road  Oil  and  Tar  6,338.21 

Bridges,  Fences  and  Culverts  758.88 

Ten  Mile  River  and  Thacher  Brook 146.85 

Insurance  2.858.14 

Signs,  Clock  and  Numbers  641.29 

Inicidentals  65.85 

Phones  253.06 

Snow  and  Ice  1 ,390.32 

Sidewalks  and  Curbing  1,500  ,$104,451.70 


Street  Lighting $34,892.39 

Water  Dix'ision 

Maintenance  Payroll 26,389.98 

Maintenance  Material  850.67 

New  Meters  1,907.52 

Services  6,434.69 

•Main  Line  Maintenance  406.54 

Shop  and  Barn  1,170.77 

-\uto  Operation  76.43 

Insurance  1,532.29 

Taxes  337.89 

Incidentals  18.22  $39,125.00 


Water — Main  Line  Extension  .$9,903.13 

Carleton  St.  Main  Line  Extension  $4,178.94 


Flunking  Station  Dix>ision — 

Oil  ' $50.00 

Payroll  13,135.11 

(Overtime  508.64 

Fuel  1,039.85 

Pumps  3,032.38 

Boilers  251.96 

Cleaning  Filter  Beds  1,354.49 

Care  of  Ftpiipmeni,  (ironmls  and  Beds  698.97 

Phone  60.89 

Incidentals  2 1 .60 

Chemicals  986.57 

Flectric  Power  and  Light  16,983.29 


Sewer  Division — 

Fdter  Beds  $6,900.29 

Repair  and  Care  of  Sewers  849.95 


Rifle  Range  

Bert  F.  Matklen  Pension  .Lccount 

C hapter  90  Projects  

\\’.  P.  A.  Recreation  and  Park  Project 
Ruhf)ish  Collection  Equipment 
Rid)hish  C.ollection  Account 
Elgin  Etluctor  Equipment  Account 

W'ater  Survey  Account  

Sidewalks  and  Curbing  Special  Account 

Repair  Division-^Material  

Special  Labor  Account  

Ciasoline  Dispensary  Account  

Reconstruction  of  Murray  Church  Property  . 

Ealmouth  Street  Drain  

Cletrac  Sidewalk  Plow 

Riverside  Avenue  Drain  

Robert  Street  Drain  

Emergency  Labor  Account  

Cias  Tank  Installation  

Power  Shovel  Purchase  

Special  Drainage  .\ccount 

I ruck  Purchase  Account 

\Trndale  Avenue  Drainage  

1947  Pleasant  Street  Sidewalks  and  Curbing 

1 raffic  Island  Installation  

Water  Supply  Development  

L inden  and  Palm  Streets  Drainage  

Snow  Plow  Purchase  Account 

Sewer  Project  Account 


$38,183.75 


$7,750.24 


$35.12 

767.90 

34,191,94 

1,878.24 

92.02 

500.00 

6.765.00 

7.484.00 
37,183.56 

9.900.00 
1,712.20 

11,597.96 

136.36 

646.72 

2.150.00 

1.388.00 
2,389,19 
5,000.00 

175.00 
15,447.90 

1,433.80 

6,505.67 

1.384.00 

5.262.00 

525.00 
9,083.41 

21.91 

495.00 
534.75 


dotal  of  1947  Expenditures 


.$422,950.73 
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Report  of  City  Treasurer 


1947  Expenditures  $7,231.38 

1948  Budget  7,546.75 


To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council: 

I herewith  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  finances  of  the  City  of  Attleboro 
for  the  year  ending  1947,  together  with  a statement  showing  the  amount  which 
the  City  is  Avithin  the  debt  limit,  a classified  statement  of  the  debt,  and  the 
amount  of  interest  and  debt  to  be  paid  in  1948. 


REVENUE 


Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1947 


258,771.67 


Receipts  for  the  year  1947: 

Taxes 

Current  Year 

Property 

Poll 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  l ax 
Est.  of  Deceased  Persons 
.\l)ated  under  Chaj).  59,  Cl.  18 
Previous  Years 

Property  

Poll  ' 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Tax 
Erom  the  State 

Corporations  

Income  l ax  

Reimbursement  for  loss  of  taxes 


From  Fax  Titles 

On  Tax  Titles  1,173.33 

Interest  on  Fax  Titles  127.68 

Redemption  Deeds  28.00 


1,079,120.97 

11,214.00 

51,907.34 

260.00 

320.42 

43,788.30 

20.00 

1,439.52 

140,789.97 

134,837.88 

7.25 


1,329.01 


Total  from  Taxes 


1,465,034.66 


Sale  of  Tax  Possessions 5,435.00 

Lieenses  and  Permits 
l.icenses 

Dog  Licenses 
Eiciuor  Licenses 
Sundry  Licenses 


Pertnits 

Marriage  650.00 

All  other  816.25  1,466.25 


4,198.00 

14,213.00 

2,266.43  20,677.43 


Total  from  Licenses  and  Permits 


22,143.68 
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Fines  and  Forfeits — Court 


Grants  and  Gifts — 

From  State — For  Pub.  Works  Dept. 

Distr.  of  Highway  Fund  23,506.33 

For  Highways 

Chap.  90—Contr.  10085 
From  State  16,566.44 

From  County  6,692.54  23,258.98 


Highways  and  Bridges 

From  County  1,927.48 

From  State— For  Schools 

Aid  to  Indep.  Industr.  Schools  8,946.47 

For  Vocational  Educational 

Dist.  of  Smith  Hughes  Fund  641.93 

Dist.  of  Federal 

(George-Deen  Funds)  . 54.00 

(George  Barden)  a/c  1,172.00  1,867.93 


From  State — For  Welfare — U.  S.  Grant 


A.D.C.— Adm 548.57 

A.D.C.— Only  10,109.53 

O. A .A .—Adm 3,417.63 

O.A.A—Only  102,273.17  116,348.90 


From  State  for  Fire  Dept. 

Dist.  of  Fed.  (George-Deen  Funds)  25.00 

From  Individual — For  Hayward  Field  500.00 

From  S.  M.  Stone  Fund — For  Capron  Park  360.00 

From  Margaret  Spangler  Fund 

For  Capron  Park  75.00 

From  Capron  Fund — For  Capron  Park 500.00 


Total  from  Grants  and  Gifts 


Special  Assessments — 

For  Expenses 

Sewers  225.44 

Sidewalks  and  Curbing  11,055.00 


Total  from  Special  Assessments 


Privileges — 

Use  of  streets  for  underground  wires 


Departmental — 
General  Government 
Collector 
City  Clerk 
All  Other 


1,032.51 

2,334.13 

.50 


3,017.00 


177,316.09 


11,280.44 


25.00 


Total  from  General  Government 


3,367.14 
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Protection  of  Life  and  Property 
Inspection 

Sealing  of  Weights  and  Measures  127.25 

Inspection  of  Buildings  537.00 


Total  from  Protection  of  Life  and 
Property  664.25 

Health  and  Sanitation 
Health 

From  State  3,126.06 

All  Other 169.00 


Total  from  Health  and  Sanitation  3,295.06 

Charities 

Reimbursement  for  Relief  Given 
From  other  Cities  and  Towns  1,848.54 

From  State  22,545.02 

From  Individual  14.61 

Reimbursement  for  Aid  to 
Dependent  Children 

From  State  12,343.55 

Reimbursement  for  Old  Age  Assistance 

From  Other  Cities  and  Towns 1,048.71 

From  State  84,215.77 

Infirmary  2,077.22 


Total  from  Charities  124,093.42 

Soldiers’  Benefits 
From  State 

State  Aid  200.00 

Military  Aid  882.50 

Soldiers’  Burial  69.00 

War  Allowance  269.75 


Total  from  Soldier’s  Benefits 1,421.25 

Education 

Tuition  of  children  (State) 1,437.41 

Other  1 uitions 

Town — Jewel rv  Trade  788.00 

All  Other  ' 637.25  1,425.25 


Sale  of  Text  Books  and  Supplies  623.68 

Rents  524.58 

i'  -Ml  Other  41.14 


Total  from  Education  4,052.06 

Libraries 

Fines  and  Rentals 861.08 

Miscellaneous  73.93 


Total  from  Libraries 935.01 

Unclassified 

Income  from  Helen  ^\’.  Metcalf  Prize  Fund  100.00 

Current  Tax  Payment  Act  of  1943  94,064.29 

Meals  Tax — From  State  6,779.24 

Rents  of  Public  Preperty  2,066.00 

Sale  of  City  Property  . 11,001.00 
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Estimated  Receipts  for  1947 

Irom  Mayor’s  Dept.  100.00 

\eterans’  Reliabilitation  130.00 

Collector’s  Dept 133.50 

Treasurer’s  Dept.  144.09 

Pf)lice  Dept 459.56 

Fire  Dept.  1,511.58 

Building  Inspection  8.64 

Health  Dept.  40.50 

Sokliers’  Benefits  55.00 

Public  \\'elf.  Dept. — Infirm.  1,536.04 

Pub.  Works  Dept 242.50 

Library  115.53 

Dog  Officer  3.00 

Clerk  of  Court  163.00 

Recovery— O.  A.  A 108.42 

Capron  Park — Concession  200.00 

Boxing  Comission  6.94 


4,958.30 

From 

^\'ar  .Sa\ings  Investment  Acct. — Cash  50,000.00 

Prem.  on  $155,000  l>/4%  ^N'ater  Bonds  1,182.65 

Total  from  Unclassified 


Public  Service  Enterprises 


Water 

Income  from  sales  of  water  151,263.14 

Pipe  and  Labor  5,661.36 


Interest 

On  Deferred  Taxes  1,236.76 

On  Deferred  AVater  Rates  192.89 

On  Deferred  Special  Assessments  361.49 

On  Soldiers’  Bonus  Fund  Account  167.92 

On  \Vater  Bonds,  IV4%,  dated  8/1/47  53.42 


Agency — 

From  the  County — 
Dog  Licenses 


Municipal  Indebtedness — 

Femporarv  Loan  in  anticipation  of  Rev- 
enue of  1947  200,000.00 

Premium  on  Notes  4.00 


170,151.48 


156,924.50 


2,012.88 


3,021.57 


200.004.00 
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Refunds — 

(,eiieral  Departments 

From  Mayor’s  Dept. — Civ.  Defense 

Ireas.  Dept 

Police  Dept. 

Fire  Dept 

Public  \Vorks  Dept 

Public  AVelfare  Dept. 


.Administration 

.25 

A.D.C..-Eed. 

34.00 

City 

73.25 

107.25 

0.  A.  A. -Fed. 

1,134.10 

City 

596.60 

1,730.70 

utside  Relief 

536.60 

Soldiers’  Relief 
Hayward  Field 
Sturdy  Memorial  Hc)spital 


3. Of) 
44.00 
.75 
2.48 
299.66 


2,374.80 

571.00 

1.00 

65.37 


3,362.12 


Fotal  cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1947  and  receipts  for  the  year  1947 


Payments  for  the  year  1947  2,400,754.98 

Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1948  215,573.30 


XON-RFVFNUE 


,\funicipal  Indebtedfiess — 

^^’ater  Bonds,  11/4%,  tlated  .Aug.  1,  1947 


Payments  for  the  year  1947  9,083.41 

Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1948  145,916.59 


DEBT  STATEMENT 


Gross  City  Debt  January  1,  1947  169,500.00 

Tax  Notes  issued  during  tbe  year  200,000.00 

Bonds  issued  for  Water  Bonds,  dated  .Aug.  1,  1947  155,000.00 


524,500.00 

Paid  on  above  debt  during  the  year  233,000.00 


Total  debt  January  1,  1948 


2,357,556.61 

2,616,328.28 

2,616,328.28 


155,000.00 

155,000.00 


291,500.00 
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Amount  of  Debt  Authorized  by  Special  Laws 
and  Not  Subject  to  the  Debt  Limitations 


Municipal  Relief  Loan,  Act  of  1938 6,000.00 

High  School  Addition  Bonds  . : 35,500.00 

Water  Bonds,  dated  Aug.  1,  1947  155,000.00 


Debt  not  subject  to  debt  limitations 

Debt  Jan.  1,  1948,  subject  to  debt  limitations  

Borrowing  capacity  (2V2%  of  the  average  valuation  for  the  past 


three  years)  769,1 39.70 

Debt  Jan.  1,  1948,  subject  to  del)t  limitations  95,000.00 


Borrowing  capacity  January  1,  1948 


TOTAL  DEBT 

1V2%  Municipal  Relief  Loan,  Act  of  1938,  due  Dec.  1, 

1948  6,000.00 

2%  High  School  Addition  Bonds,  due  Aug.  1,  1948- 

1958  35,500.00 

11/8%  Elementary  School  Bonds  (\\'atson  .\ve.),  due 
.May  1948-1955'  95,000.00 

11/4%  Water  Bonds,  dated  Aug.  1,  1947,  due  Aug.  1, 

1948  to  1957  155,000.00 

Total  Debt  January  1,  1948 


Classified  Statement  of  Debt  and  Amount  to  be 
Paid  on  Debt  and  Interest  Duritig  the  Year  1948 


Principal 
Jan.  1,1948  Payable 

Municipal  Relief  Loan,  Act  of  1938  6,000.00  6,000.00 

High  vSchool  .\ddition  Bonds  35,500.00  4,000.00 

Elementary  School  Bontls  (A\'at.son  Ave.)  95,000.00  15,000.00 

W^ater  Bonds,  dated  Aug.  1,  1947  155,000.00  16,000.00 


291,500.00  41,000.00 


TRUST  FUNDS 
Deborah  Starkey  Fund 


Balance  in  Fund  January  1,  1947  1,520.21 

Interest  on  Principal  of  Fund  from  October  1,  1946  to 
October  1,  1947  22.88 


196,500.00 

95,000.00 


674,139.70 


291,500.00 


Interest 

Payable 

90.00 

710.00 

984.45 

1,937.50 


3,721.95 


1,543.09 
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Balance  in  Fund  January  1,  1948 

Deposit  in  Attleborough  Savings  Bank 

Principal  of  Fund  1,000.00 

Income 543.09 


Everett  S.  Horton  Fund 

Balance  in  Fund  January  1,  1947  8,056.25 

Recei\ed 

Interest — Attleborough  Sav.  and  Loan  Assn 187.50 


Balance  in  Fund  January  1,  1948 

Invested  in  Attleborough  Sav.  and  Loan  Assn.  Shares  7,500.00 
Cash  on  hand,  checking  account 743.75 


1,543.09 


8,243.75 


8,243.75 


Ruth  Holden — Alice  Illingworth  Haskell  Memorial  Nursing  Fund 


Balance  in  Fund  January  1,  1947  6,358.92 

Received 
For  Interest 

On  Savings  Bank  Deposits  95.74 


Balance  in  Fund  January  1,  1948 
Invested  in  Attleborough  Savings  Bank 


6,454.66 

6,454.66 


Florence  Hayward  Sweet  Fund 
Income  Account 


Balance  in  Fund  January  1,  1947 378.76 

Received 

Interest  from  Attleborough  Sav.  Bank  . 7.42 

Interest  on  Government  Bond 

No.  X513885G  250.00  257.42 


636.18 

Principal  Account 
Invested  in  U.  S.  ^V  ar  Sav  ings  Bond 

U.  S.  War  Savings  Bond  X513885G  21/2%  Reg.  12  year  Bond 10,000.00 


The  S.  M.  Stone  Fund 


Income  Account 

Balance  in  Fund  January  1,  1947 427.30 

1 Receipts  on  Investments  254.66 


I 681.96 

Payment  to  City  of  Attleboro — for  Band  Concerts 360.00 

j Balance  in  Fund  January  1,  1948 

i On  deposit  in  .\ttleborough  Savings  Bank 321.96 


\ 681.96 

j Prim 

( Invested  in  U.  S.  War  Savings  Bond 


U.  S.  War  Savings  Bond  X554346G  21/2%  Reg.  12  year  Bond 


10,000.00 
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Soldiers’  Bonus  Tax  Refund 
Receipts 

Balance  in  Fund  January  1,  1947  13,334.34 

Recei\ed  from 

Attleboro  Trust  Co.,  Interest  to  Dec. 

1,  1947  on  Dejiosits  64.16 

.Attleborough  Savings  Bank  Interest  to 

Oct.  1,  1947  on  Deposit  103.76  167.92 


13,502.26 

Expeditures 


Citv  of  Attlel)oro — General  .Account 

Interest  on  Fund  to  October  1,  1947 
in  Attleborough  Savings  Bank  to  be 
credited  to  Estimated  Revenue,  as  per 
\ote  of  Council  of  .August  6,  1929  103.76 

Interest  on  Fund  to  Dec.  1.  1947  in  At- 
tleboro Trust  Co.,  Savings  Account,  to  be 
credited  to  Estimated  Revenue,  as  per 

vote  of  Council  of  .August  6,  1929  64.16  167.92 


Balance  in  Fund  January  1,  1948 

On  deposit  in  Attleboro  Trust  Co., 

Savings  Department  6,417.17 

On  deposit  in  the  .Attleborough  Savings 

Bank  6,917.17  13,334.34 


13,502.26 


Margaret  Spangler  Fund 


Received  from 

.Attlel)orough  Savings  Bank,  interest  to  October  1,  1947  on 

5,000,  according  to  terms  of  gift 

Paid  to 

City  of  .Attleboro  for  care,  etc.,  of  baseball  grounds  at  Capron  Park 


75.00 

75.00 


WILLIAM  MARSHALL, 

Treasurer 


Capron  Fund 

To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council: 

I herewith  submit  a statement  of  the  Capron  Fund,  the  income  of  which  is 
to  be  used  for  the  care  and  improvement  of  Capron  Park. 

Cash  .Account 
Receipts 


Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1947  130.71 

Recei\ed  for 

Interest  on  Investments  1,131.68 

Payments  on  Mortgage  Notes  1,174.74 

Withdrawal  from  Income  .Acet  500.00 

Withdrawal  from  Princ.  .Acet 1,016.11  3,822.53 


3,953.24 


1 
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l)isl)urseinents 


Investments 

Savings  Banks  587.45 

Attlel)oro  liiist  C'.o tj(').34  653.79 


Deposited  in  Atllehorough  Savings  Bank  1,652.63 

Citv  of  Attlelioro — For  C.apron  Bark  500.00 

Mortgage  Note  1,016.11 

Siiiulrv  1 .00 


3,823.53 

Cash  on  Hand  January  1,  1948  129.71 


3,953.24 


Principal  of  Fund 


Brinripal  Januarv  1.  1948  44,621.95 

Imeste<l  in: 

Mortgage  Notes  8,866.27 

Deposits  in  Savings  Banks  and  Trust  Company 32,255.68 

Attleborough  Sa\ings  and  Loan  Assn.  Shares  3,500.00 


44,621.95 


Income 


Balance  in  Fund  January  1,  1947 
Cash,  Checking  Account  130.71 

On  Deposit  in  Savings  Bank  and  Trust 
Company  5,353.34 


Received 

Interest  on  Investments 


5,484.05 

1,131.68 

6,615.73 


Disbursements 

1.00 

500.00 


501.00 


Balance  in  Fund  January  1,  1948 


Invested  as  follows: 

Deposits  in  Savings  Banks  4,906.00 

Attleboro  Trust  Company  Savings 

Department  1,079.02 

Cash  on  hand.  Checking  acct 129.71 


i Sundry  

I City  of  Attleboro— For  Capron  Park 


6,114.73 
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The  Helen  IP.  Melralf  Prize  Fund 

To  His  Honor,  the  Afayor,  and  the  Municipal  Conncil: 

A statement  of  the  receipts  and  dishnrsements  of  the  Helen  W.  Metcalf 
Prize  Fund  for  the  year  1947  is  submitted  herewith. 

Receipts 

Balance  in  Fund  January  1,  1947  1.63 

Received  from 

Boston  Safe  Deposit  and  Trtist  Co.  100.00 

Interest — Attleborough  Savings  Bank  .2.5  100.25  101.88 


Disbursements 

Paid  to: 

Lois  Levine  100.00 

Balance  in  Fund  January  1,  1948 

On  deposit  in  the  Attleborough  Savings  Bank  1.88  101.88 


WILLIAM  MARSHALL, 

Treasurer 

IFctr  Savini!;s  Investmerit  Account 
Principal  of  Fund 

Principal  of  Fund  January  1,  1948  300,000.00 

Cash  transfer  to  General  Cash  Account 50,000.00 

Balance  in  Fund  January  1,  1948  250,000.00 

Income  Account 

Balance  of  Fund  January  1,  1947 

Deposited  in  Attleborough  Savings  Bank 14,873.42 

Received:  Interest  on  Investments  5,428.32 

20,301.74 

Payments:  Interest  and  shipping  charges 15.51 

Balance  in  account  as  of  January  1,  1948  20,286.23 

20,301.74 

WILLIAM  MARSHALL, 

Treasurer 
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Fin})erg  School  Fu7id 
Principal 

Principal  of  Fund  Jannary  1,  1948  5,000.00 


Income  Account 

Received:  Interest  on  Investments 125.52 


WILLIAM  MARSHALL, 

Treasurer 


Maurice  J.  Baer  Fund 


Principal 

Principal  of  Fund  January  1,  1948  7,500.00 

Income  Account 

Received:  Interest  on  Investments 93.98 


WILLIAM  MARSHALL, 

Treasurer 


Tax  Title  Account 

To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council: 

Presented  herewith  is  a statement  of  the  Tax  Title  Account  showing  value 
of  Tax  Titles  January  1,  1947,  additions  during  the  year,  tlie  amount  of  decrease 
caused  hv  redemptions  and  foreclosures  in  1947,  and  balance  as  of  January 
1,  1948. 


Value  of  Tax  Title  .Account  as  of  January  1,  1947  3,652.35 

Additions  during  1947: 

1947  Taxes  and  special  assessments  with  costs  and 

interest  1 ,470.14 

1946  Sales  made  in  1947  501.03 


1,971.17 


5,623.52 

Decrease  in  value  by: 


Redemptions  1,173.33 

Foreclosures  926.02 

■Abatement  238.67 

Credits  14.72 


i Balance  of  Tax  Title  .Account 
t As  of  January  1,  1948  


2,352.74 

3,270.78 

5.623.52 

WILLIAM  MARSHALL, 

Treasurer 
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Tax  Possessions  Account 

To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  anti  the  Municipal  Council: 

Presented  herewith  is  a statement  of  the  Tax  Possessions  Account  showing 
value  of  "Lax  Possessions  January  1,  1947,  additions  during  the  year,  the  amount 
of  decrease  caused  hy  sales  in  1947,  and  balance  as  of  January  1,  1948, 


Value  of  Tax  Possessions  January  1,  1947  21,243.02 

Additions  during  1947  926.02 


22,169.04 

Decrease  of  value  through  sales  in  1947  1,989.04 

\'alue  of  Tax  Possessions  as  of  January  1,  1948  20,180.00 


22,169.04 

WILLIAM  MARSHALL, 

Treasurer 


CITY  OF  ATTLEBORO 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Debt  Statement 

As  of  January  1,  1948 


V^alualion  for  1947  less  abatements  to  Jan.  1,  1948 29,739,969.42 

Valuation  for  1946  less  abatements  to  Jan.  1,  1948 30,181,773.24 

V'aluation  for  1947  less  al)atements  to  Jan.  1,  1948  32,375,022.24 

Cxross  Net  Valuation  92,296,764.90 

■Average  valuation  30,765,588.30 

Debt  Limit  2 1/2%  769,139.70 

Total  tlebts  of  all  kinds  291,500.00 

Debt  Outside  Debt  Limit 
Municipal  Relief  L(>an 


Act  of  1938  6,000.00 

High  School  Addition  Bonds  35,500.00 

Water  Bonds  155,000.00  196,500.00 


95,000.00 


Borrowing  capacity  January  1,  1948 


674,139.70 
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Report  of  Zoning  Board  of  Appeal 


1947  Expenditures  .f 267 .44 

1948  Budget  300.00 


To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Honorable  Municipal  Council: 

During  the  calendar  year  1947  the  Board  of  Appeal  held  nineteen  regular 
meetings  and  sixteen  special  meetings.  It  considered  forty-one  applications 
and  appeals,  of  which  twenty-seven  were  granted  in  whole  or  in  part,  and 
thirteen  were  denied.  One  case  was  pending  at  the  end  of  the  calendar  year. 

The  statistics  of  the  Board  for  the  past  three  years  are  as  follows: 


1945 

1946 

1947 

Number  of  regular  meetings 

15 

20 

19 

Number  of  special  meetings  

14 

15 

16 

Total  number  of  appeals  filed  

40 

57 

41 

Granted  (in  whole  or  in  part) 

32 

36 

27 

Denied  

6 

13 

13 

\Vithdrawn  (or  otherwise  disposed  of) 

2 

6 

0 

Applications  or  appeals  pending  at  end  of  calen- 
dar year  

0 

2 

1 

During  the  year  1947  the  membership  of  the  Board  changed  as  follows: 

Mr.  Wray  Conro  resigned  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Chas.  E.  Judge.  Mr.  Law- 
rence B.  Gilbert  was  appointed  an  associate  member  of  the  Board. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Elmer  E.  Tufts,  Jr.,  Chairman 
Clarence  D.  Roberts 
Charles  E.  Judge 
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Report  of  City  Auditor 


1947  Expenditures  $6,166.64 

1948  Budget  6,365.00 


To  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  the  Honorable  Municipal  Council: 

I herewith  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Auditing  Department. 

During  the  year  ending  December  31,  1947,  the  Auditing  Department  has 
audited  all  bills  and  payrolls  presented  for  payment. 

It  has  also  made  examination  of  the  accounts  of  the  City  Treasurer,  the 
City  Clerk,  and  City  Collector,  all  of  which  have  been  found  correct. 

The  Trust  Funds  in  the  hands  of  the  City  Treasurer  and  Trustees  of  the 
Public  Library  have  been  examined  and  found  to  agree  with  the  report  as 
presented. 

The  financial  statements,  schedules,  etc.,  will  be  found  on  the  following 
pages. 


E.  H.  BROWN, 

City  Auditor 


CITY  OF  ATTLEBORO 
BALANCE  SHEET—DECEMBER  31,  1947 
REVENUE  ACCOUNTS 
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SCHEDULE  OF  CITY  DEBT 
Recorded  in  the  Auditing  Department 
Inside  Debt  Limit  (Authorized  by  General  Law) 


Outside  Debt  Limit  (Authorized  by  General  Law) 
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In  tlie  hands  of  Library  Trustees 

Library  T rust  Funds  117.283.77 

Library  Trust  Funds — Income  Account  16,461.05 
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SCHEDULE  OF  CUT  PROPERTY 
Recorded  in  Assessing  Department 

TAXABLE 

Real  Estate,  12  Holman  Street  6,015.00 

County  Street  Service  Station  7,265.00 

X OX -TAXABLE 

Eire  Department: 

Union  Street  Hose  House  34,725.00 

4 win  Village  Fire  Station  9,500.00 

South  Main  Street  Flose  House  62,645.00 

Newport  ,\venue  Hose  House  20,785.00 

Peck  Street  Lot  650.00 

Hehronville  Lot  400.00 

Police  Department: 

Real  Estate,  Wall  Street  35,500.00 

School  Department: 

Bliss  School,  Park  Street  147,225.00 

Briggs  Corner  School  17,000.00 

Farmer’s  School  1 7,000.00 

Finherg  .School  124,000.00 

High  School  369,000.00 

Lincoln  School  133,060.00 

Prospect  Street  School  7,800.00 

Richardson  School  157,160.00 

Sanford  Street  School  45,375.00 

Fiffany  School  52,400.00 

Washington  Street  School  54,745.00 

Willett  School  182,905.00 

Richardson  School  Replacement  Site  2,680.00 
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Public  Works; 

North  Avenue  Screening  Plant  5,600.00 

Water  Tower,  Thacher  Street  45,800.00 

West  Street,  Pumping  Station  and  Dwelling 38,200.00 

Buildings,  rear  County  Street  14,600.00 

South  .\venue,  lot  east  side  75.00 

South  Avenue,  two  lots  700.00 

West  Street,  south  side  150.00 

West  Street,  south  side  58,000.00 

Cliff  Street,  south  side  3,000.00 

Hodges  Street,  west  side  2,100.00 

Sewer  Beds  45,900.00 

West  Street,  south  side  100.00 

Rifle  Range,  Clifton  Street  4,250.00 

Stone  Crusher  ' 2,500.00 

Miscellaneous: 

.\ttlel)oro  Hospital  Company  (Sturdy  Hospital)  417,905.00 

.Attleboro  Public  Library  119.280.00 

City  Infirmary,  Tiffany  Street  15,400.00 

Angell  Park  1,000.00 

Capron  Park  59,400.00 

Clifton  Street  100.00 

Finberg  Park  2,500.00 

Hayward  Field  16,800.00 

Horton  Playground  9,270.00 

Common,  Park  Street  26,700.00 

Voting  Booth,  Union  Street 14,515.00 

Lot,  South  Main  Street,  north  side  100.00 

29A,  33-33-A  New  Plat  16  45.00 

157  New  Plat  28,  Peck  Street,  north  side 150.00 

Dean  Road,  69  Devonshire  Park 50.00 

Blackinton  Park,  North  Main  Street,  west  side 2,000.00 

New  Well  Site,  Bank  Street 2,400.00 
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I hird  Street,  east  side  420.00 

Father  Sullivan  Playground 2,015.00 

Oakland  .\venue,  east  side  200.00 

Dodgeville  Playground  1,600.00 

North  Main  Street  Parking  Lots  (2)  15,505.00 

Briggs  Playground  21 ,450.00 

Fisher  Ledge  375.00 

North  Main  Street,  west  side  7,130.00 

Norht  Main  Street,  west  side  1,200.00 

South  Attleboro  Playground  2,015.00 

Mechanics  Street,  south  side  1,600.00 

Briggs  Corner  Water  Hole  100.00 
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Debit  Dcl)it  Unexpended  Credit  Credit 

Department  Expended  Transfers  Total  Balance  Eotal  Transfers  Receipts  Appropriation 

COLLECTING  DEPARTMENT 
Salary 

Salary  ' 2,800.00  2,800.00  0.00  2,800.00  • 2,800.00 

COLLECTING  DEPARTMENT 
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ASSESSING  DEPARTMENT 
Asst.  Assessors’  Salaries 

Salaries  568.76  568.76  1.24  570.00  570.00 


ASSESSING  DEPARTMENT 

Clerical 

Regular  1,900.00 

Regular  1,773.67 
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TREASURY  DEPARTMENT 
Clerical 

Regular  2,008.50 

Extra  800.00 


I REASURY  DEPARTMENT 

Recording  Deeds 

Expense  129.65  129.65  20.35  150.00  50.00  100.00 
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CITY  CLERK’S  DEPARTMENT 
Recording  Deeds 

Expense  ‘ 218.80  218.80  31.20  250.00  250.00 
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Salary  and 

AssistJint  Registrars  568.78 

Clerical  907.64 

Meetings  47.50 
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PLANNING  AND  ZONING  BOARDS 
Salaries 

Supervisor  1,000.00 

Clerk  1,900.00 


PLANNING  AND  ZONING  BOARDS 
Other  Expenses  Reserve  for  19-16 

Expense  233.82  233.82  26.68  260.60  260.51 
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Gharles  M.  Brogan  1,075.00  1,075.00  0.00  1,075.00  1,075.00 

Ernest  W.  Holt  ' 1,175.00  1.175.00  0.00  1,175.00  1,175.00 

William  Doucett  1,113.25  1,113.25  0.00  1,113.25  1,113.2.5 

Joseph  A.  Fredette  589.96  589.96  0.00  589.96  589.96 
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BOARD  OF  I’UBLIC  WELFARE 

Federal  A.  D.  C.  Administration 

Expense  0.00  0.00  F2G9.72  1,269.72  1,269.72 


Debit  Debit  Unexpended  Credit  Credit 

Department  Expended  Transfers  Total  Balance  Total  "Transfers  Receipts  Appropriation 

BOARD  OF  ITIBLIC  WELFARE 

Federal  O.  A.  A.  Administration  551.28  
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SOLDIERS’  BENEFITS 

Soldiers’  Relief  23,109.01 

Soldiers’  Burials  322.00 


SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT 
Salary  and  Wages 

Superintendent’s  Salary  5,491.70 
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PARK  CX)MMISSlONERS 
Salary  and  Wages 

Superintendent  2,900.00 
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TOTAL  UNLXI’ENDED  BALANCE  107,212.53 

TOTAL  CREDITS  2,286,494.49  

TOTAL  CREDLI  I RANSFERS  193,926.04 

TOTAL  RECEIPTS  273,155.65  

TOTAL  APPROPRIATION  1,819,412.80 
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Report  of  Recreation  Commissioners 


1947  Expenditures  $12,382.11 

1948  Budget  24,030.00 


Lhe  Recreation  Commissioners  herewith  submit  their  report  for  the  year. 


HAYWARD  FIELD. 

4 he  field  was  reseeded  and  a new  fence  installed  at  the  entrance.  General 
rej^airs  were  made  to  the  grandstand  and  it  was  also  given  a new  coat  of  paint. 
Football  and  baseball  held  sway  at  his  field  and  as  usual  the  field  was  very  much 
in  demand. 


DODGEVILLE. 

The  baseball  diamond  was  laid  out,  reseeded  and  made  ready  for  playing 
for  the  1947  season.  This  field  proved  to  be  very  popular  to  the  baseball  fans 
in  this  section. 


FINBERG. 

Baseball  diamond  was  relocated,  new  sub  soil  put  in  and  the  shrubbery  was 
thinned  out.  Work  has  not  been  completed  on  this  field.  We  have  been  bor- 
rowing the  Public  W^orks  equipment  on  Saturdays  and  this  makes  the  work  move 
a little  slowly  in  that  there  are  quite  a few  fields  needing  further  work. 


HORTON. 

Playground  equipment  repaired  and  additional  equipment  purchased,  in- 
cluding a basketball  set  up.  This  field  was  also  reseeded. 

i' 

I 

BRIGGS  PLAYGROUND. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  popular  playgrounds  for  the  younger  children  of 
this  section.  The  pool  is  in  demand  on  the  hot  summer  days.  The  bathing 
house  and  the  pool  got  a new  coat  of  paint.  Shrubbery  was  thinned  out  and 
especially  at  the  corner  of  School  Street,  thus  eliminating  a blind  corner  there. 
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HEBRON  VI LLE. 

\\'e  arc  in  hopes  that  this  field  will  he  completed  in  1948,  but  due  to  the  fact 
that  most  of  the  work  has  to  he  done  on  Saturday,  it  doesn’t  give  much  op- 
portunity to  accomplish  what  you  want  to  do.  The  bulldozer  was  used  here 
and  the  diamond  laid  out. 


SOUTH  ATTLEBORO  PLAYGROUND. 

Several  meetings  were  held  with  the  Mayor,  the  Council  and  the  Play- 
ground Committee  of  South  Attleboro  in  order  to  make  definite  plans  so  that 
we  would  know  in  what  direction  we  were  going.  Equipment  for  the  small 
children  was  installed  and  was  certainly  put  to  good  use.  It  is  hoped  that  in 
1948  there  will  l)e  definite  improvements  on  this  field. 


BLISS  SCHOOL. 

The  playground  equipment  installed  in  the  school  yard  proved  to  he  much 
in  demand  and  is  installetl  and  repaired  each  school  year  and  throughout  the 
summer  months. 

The  Recreation  Commissioners  wish  at  this  time  to  thank  all  who  made 
the  work  done  possible,  the  Mayor  and  the  Municipal  Council,  the  Public 
Works  Department,  the  Park  Superintendent  and  the  employees  of  the  Recre- 
ation Department,  for  their  loyal  work  during  the  year  1947. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


Recreation  Commissioners, 

William  A.  Blackburn,  Chairman 

William  Liddell 

John  J.  Murray 

Frank  Miller 

John  Redding 
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Mayor’s  Inaugural  Address 


January  7,  1947 

r'o  the  Honorable  Municipal  C'ouncil: 

Gentlemen: 

By  virtue  of  the  v()te  of  the  citizens  last  December  changing  the  election 
to  November  in  the  off  year,  your  city  government  will  assume  the  responsi- 
bility of  administering  the  affairs  of  the  city  for  the  next  three  years. 

It  is  with  a deep  sense  of  regret  that  I say  it  will  be  necessary  to  raise  the 
taxes  this  year.  The  citizens  of  Attleboro  voted  the  forty-eight  hours  for  the 
firemen  which  means  the  employment  of  many  more  men  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  law.  T he  School  Committee  has  grantetl  sul)stantial  raises  to  the 
teachers  ami  the  adoption  of  the  etpial  jjay  act  has  added  further  taxation  in- 
creases. These  are  mandates  by  the  ))eople  and  something’ over  which  the  Mayor 
and  your  Honorable  Body  do  not  ha\e  complete  control.  The  citizens  must  be 
willing  to  pay  these  increased  taxes  as  they  have  so  voted.  It  will  be  necessary 
to  increase  wages  of  our  city  employees  to  enable  them  to  meet  the  cost  of  living 
today. 

The  burden  on  the  real  estate  owner  has  risen  out  of  proportion  but  the 
only  means  of  relief  in  this  direction  is  through  the  Legislature  who  I hope 
in  its  wisdom  will  remove  the  shackles  on  cities  and  towns  and  allow  other 
sources  of  reserve  to  be  raised  in  the  communities,  thereby  relieving  the  home- 
owner  of  some  of  the  burden. 

Governor  Bradford,  in  his  inaugural  speech  estimated  that  Massachusetts 
and  the  cities  and  towns  in  Massachusetts  would  show  a deficit  of  seventy-five 
million  dollars  this  year  which  added  to  the  increase  granted  in  salaries  and  cost 
of  material  will  mean  added  taxes  throughout  the  state,  although  Attleboro 
still  has  and  will  have  one  of  the  lowest  tax  rates  in  the  state. 

Our  city  finds  itself  in  an  enviable  position  in  that  our  estimated  debt  is 
$168,000  and  our  resources  are  over  $700,000.  This  position  has  not  just  hap- 
pened. It  is  the  result  of  wise  planning  for  the  future  and  will  be  appreciated 
w'heh  the  costs  of  capital  expenditures  are  considered. 

I do  not  think  that  the  peojile  of  Attleboro  will  quiblile  over  the  just  com- 
pensation to  their  enijiloyees.  Each  of  us  know'  that  the  costs  of  bringing  up  a fam- 
ily today  arc  away  aljove  the  1939  scale  and  to  keep  good  employees  they  must  be 
paid  a proper  w'age  to  meet  these  rising  prices.  ^Ve  must  all  realize  that  to  con- 
tinue service  to  our  people  w'e  must  be  w'illing  to  pay  for  them.  No  one  yet  has 
found  out  how'  to  give  these  services  without  paying  for  them. 
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The  six-year  plan  which  was  presented  to  yonr  honorable  hody  last  year 
for  adoption  has  not  been  acted  on  as  yet.  It  is  still  my  intention  to  try  to  carry 
out  the  projects  in  this  plan  for  it  is  the  only  method  by  which  we  may  properly 
plan  for  the  future  in  an  orderly  manner  and  provide  the  improvements  which 
must  he  made  if  we  are  to  continue  the  services  to  the  taxpayer,  and  expand 
onr  municipal  work  with  the  growth  of  the  city. 

\Vater:  The  Study  of  onr  water  supply  and  its  future  has  been 
completed  and  will  f)e  presented  to  your  honorable  body  soon. 

After  study  and  investigation  I will  recommend  to  your  hon- 
orable body  the  projects  we  will  need  to  make  onr  water  supply 
system  safe  and  adecpiate  and  spread  this  service  to  more  homes. 

Recreation:  Onr  recreation  facilities  have  expanded  but  not  to  the 
extent  I had  hoped.  This  year  with  the  possibility  of  procur- 
ing equipment  and  labor  I trust  your  honorable  body  will  carry 
on  the  program  to  a successful  conclusion  so  that  the  people  of 
this  community  may  have  better  facilities  for  recreation.  By  en- 
couraging our  youth  to  enjoy  this  type  of  play,  we  can  keep 
juvenile  delinquency  down  to  a low  level. 

Housing:  Housing  is  still  the  one  sore  spot  in  onr  community.  With 
the  increase  of  material  to  huild  new  houses,  I hope  to  see  an 
upward  swing  in  the  erection  of  homes  in  Attleboro  and  pledge 
the  assistance  of  the  city  in  the  extension  of  essential  services 
consistent  with  this  program. 

Attleboro  has  lost  some  valued  employees  this  year  and  among  them  w'as 
our  Chief  of  the  Fire  Department,  Fred  A.  Clark.  I know  you  join  with  me 
in  commending  him  for  the  efficient  manner  he  handled  his  department  and 
in  wishing  him  many  happy  years  in  the  future. 

To  the  many  unpaid  members  of  the  commissions  and  hoards  in  our  city 
who  give  so  much  of  their  time  to  the  community  I wish  to  extend  my  sincere 
thanks  for  their  time  and  thankless  tasks. 

I wish  to  express  my  appreciation  to  yonr  honorable  body,  the  department 
heads,  and  employees  of  the  city  for  their  fine  cooperation  with  me  during 
the  past  two  years  and  to  express  my  hope  that  the  same  cooperation  and 
friendly  spirit  will  prevail  in  the  next  three  years  during  which  time  we  will 
all  exert  our  energies  to  make  Attleboro  a better  place  in  which  to  live. 

Sincerely, 

Francis  J.  O’Neil,  Mayor 
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